Nightmare  in 
Nashville 


Tennessee's  selective  enforcement  of  its 
consensual  sex  laws  has  victimized  hundreds 
of  gay  people  and  sparked  a  resurgence  of 
community  activism 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

NASHVILLE,  TN  —  In  a  sting  operation 
coyly  dubbed  “Pearl  Harbor”  by  arresting 
officers,  nearly  300  Nashville  men  and 
women  were  apprehended  for  “conspiring 
to  solicit  crimes  against  nature”  in  city  parks 
last  winter.  Most  of  those  arrested  over  the 
six-month  period  were  gay  men. 

The-dirertcr  of  Metro  Parks. 

Jim  Fyke,  offered  no  pretense  about  the  ar¬ 
rests  —  he  admits  ordering  an  undercover 
investigation  specifically  to  crack  down  on 
gay  sex.  Both  local  daily  newspapers  here 
printed  the  names,  addresses  and  occupa¬ 
tions  of  those  arrested,  causing  job  loss, 
humiliation,  endangerment  and  an  ongoing 
community-wide  flap  over  issues  of 
privacy,  sexual  freedom  and  the  role  of  the 
press. 

Though  the  specific  sting  operation  has 
stopped  in  the  parks,  the  outrage  continues 
and  has  contributed  to  a  new  surge  of  ac¬ 
tivism  in  Nashville’s  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity. 

“The  thing  that  made  the  arrests  in 
Nashville  different,”  says  Greg  Fisher,  an 
activist  and  member  of  the  Tennessee  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Coalition  (TGLC),  “is  that 
they  planned  a  strategy  to  entrap  people.  1 
mean,  they’re  arresting  people  in  parks  in 
every  city  in  the  nation,  but  here  men  were 
entrapped  by  undercover  cops  for  simply 


suggesting  they  were  interested  in  having 
sex,  not  for  open  sex  acts.” 

Most  of  those  arrested  were  charged  with 
misdemeanors  for  solicitation,  conspiracy 
to  solicit,  or  indecent  exposure,  and 
through  plea  bargaining  most  received  fines 
from  $50-200  and  suspended  jail  terms. 
This  pattern  suggests  that  most  were  not 
caught  openly  having  sex,  since  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  committing  “crimes  against  nature” 
is  a  felony  punishable  by  5-15  years  in 
prison. 

Press  reports,  the  TGLC  and  some  of  the 
men  arrested  put  forth  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  the  alleged  entrapments. 

Undercover  park  ranger  Jeff  DeBusk,  the 
officer  responsible  for  most  of  the  arrests, 
wandered  the  parks  wired  with  a  battery- 
operated  microphone  allowing  a  second 
ranger  to  eavesdrop  on  conversations  from 
a  nearby,  unmarked  vehicle.  DeBusk  would 
engage  possible  violators  in  sexual  dialogue 
and  bring  them  to  the  vehicle,  where  the 
other  ranger  was  hidden  in  the  rear  with  a 
video  camera.  If  a  solicitation  ensued,  the 
individual  would  be  immediately  arrested 
and  informed  of  the  video  and  audio 
“evidence.”  DeBusk  also  roamed  secretly 
with  a  still  camera  gathering  photographs 
of  alleged  indecent  exposure  and  open  sex 
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Amtrak  doesn’t  budge 

Demonstrators  in  Boston  protest  cancellation 

of  the  ‘  freedom  trains ,  ”  while  organizers  scramble  to  make 

alternative  travel  arrangements  for  the  March. 


No  matter  what  Amtrak  does  [it  is]  not  go¬ 
ing  to  stop  us.  If  we  have  to  crawl  to 
Washington  we  will  be  there  on  Saturday.  If 
we  have  to  carry  our  friends  and  lovers  with 
AIDS  on  our  shoulders  we  will  be  there  for 
the  civil  disobedience. 

—Lesbian  activist  Cathy  Hoff¬ 
man  addressing  a  Boston  rally  protesting 
Amtrak’s  refusal  to  provide  “freedom 
trains”  running  from  Boston  and  New  York 
to  the  March  on  Washington. 

By  Kim  Westheimer 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Pressure  from 
regional  congressional  members,  a  Boston 
demonstration  and  negotiations  between 
March  on  Washington  organizers  and  Am- 
Jrak  have  failed  to  make  the  train  company 
provide  lesbian  and  gay  freedom  trains  for 
October  11. 

Amtrak  has  offered  a  700-seat  commuter 
train  and  snack  car  for  the  New  York  to 
Washington,  D.C.  route.  New  York  or¬ 
ganizers,  who  contend  they  had  a  verbal 


agreement  for  a  1,053-seat  car  and  four  din¬ 
ing  cars,  refused  the  smaller  train.  David 
Feldstein,  a  New  York  March  on  Washing¬ 
ton  organizer,  said  the  offer  was  ludicrous 
because  Amtrak  was  going  to  charge  the 
same  price  for  the  commuter  train  as  they 
would  have  for  the  larger  capacity  train.  In 
addition,  New  York  and  Boston  organizers 
had  agreed  they  would  not  accept  an  offer 
from  Amtrak  unless  service  was  provided 
from  both  cities. 

Boston  organizers  claim  they  verbally  ar¬ 
ranged  for  a  15-car  train  with  three  dining 
cars  for  1,400  people.  Amtrak  has  given  a 
variety  of  excuses  for  not  providing  that 
train,  said  Kevin  McFadden  of  the  Boston 
March  on  Washington  Committee.  “[The] 
first  [excuse]  was  that  they  had  a  heavy 
schedule  on  the  holiday  weekend.  The  next 
excuse  we  heard  was  how  they  were  re¬ 
arranging  their  nationwide  service  and  had 
most  of  their  equipment  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  And  then  they  just  flat  out  said. 
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By  Charley  Shively 

IDS  is  a  disease.  The  psychological 
warfare  of  politician,  priest  and  doc¬ 
tor  would  interpret  it  as  a  punishment 
for  homosexuality.  Michael  Bronski  early 
exposed  the  redundancy  in  the  term  “gay 
disease”;  “gay”  and  “disease”  have  long 
been  synonymous.  For  some  heterosexuals, 
our  death  is  our  cure.  For  some  homosex¬ 
uals,  the  cure  is  abstinence.  Recently  one 
gay  man  said  AIDS  has  made  us  “better.” 
AIDS  has  not  made  anyone  “better”  — 
unless  you  believe  the  only  good  homosex¬ 
ual  is  a  dead  one. 

The  media  (even  gay  or  liberal  outlets)  ex¬ 
clude  any  explanation  of  AIDS  that  does  not 
scapegoat  gay  people  and  drug-users.  All 
the  lessons  have  been  lost  about  the  way 
moralism  has  prevented  control  of  syphilis 
and  gonorrhea.  Few  have  heeded  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  1985  editorial  in  the  Journal  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine :  “homosex¬ 
uality,  promiscuity  and  drug  abuse  cannot 
cause  AIDS....”  If  promiscuity  is  not 
responsible,  then  we  would  have  to 
speculate  on  the  origin  of  the  disease.  Such 
speculation  has  been  discouraged  if  not  pro¬ 
hibited. 

The  CDC  reported  in  June  of  1981  that 
five  young  men  had  died  in  Los  Angeles  of 
pneumocystis  carinii  (PCP),  a  form  of 
pneumonia  common  in  very  elderly  people. 
The  CDC  speculated  that  the  fact  that 
“these  patients  were  all  homosexuals  sug¬ 
gests  an  association  between  some  aspect  of 
a  homosexual  lifestyle  or  disease  acquired 
through  sexual  contact  and  pneumocystis 
pneumonia  in  this  population.”  While  the 
original  label  of  “gay  related  immune  defi¬ 
ciency”  (GRID)  didn’t  last,  gay  men  have 
become  the  drunk  drivers  of  this  disease. 
Others,  like  hemophiliacs,  are  innocent  vic¬ 
tims. 

Attacking  gay  men  for  their  promiscuity 
diverts  attention  from  the  question  of  who 
controls  the  chemicals  and  the  genetics. 
Capital  is  clearly  the  correct  answer.  The 
great  hospitals  and  research  institutions  are 
financed  entirely  by  industry  and  the 
government.  The  interlock  between  drug 
companies,  hospitals,  military  research  fac¬ 
ilities  and  universities  is  very  tight.  Univer¬ 
sities  have  had  qualms  about  the  business- 
research  link,  but  they  have  resolved  the 
question  largely  in  favor  of  business.  Thus 
MIT  has  a  semi-autonomous  Whitehead  In¬ 
stitute.  “Super  Stocks  for  Tomorrow: 


Biotechnology:  The  Promise  and  the 
Perils,”  and  article  for  entrepreneurs, 
reports  “about  300  U.S.  companies  are  in 
the  biotechnology  business  today,  including 
the  60  or  so  whose  shares  are  publicly  trad¬ 
ed.  In  addition,  nearly  every  major  pharma¬ 
ceutical  house  and  a  number  of  oil,  glass, 
chemical,  computer  and  other  producers  are 
involved  in  some  kind  of  biotech  research  or 
commercial  venture.”  ( Changing  Times, 
June  1987) 

Dr.  Robert  Gallo’s  patent  on  the  human 
immunodeficiency  virus  will  bring  in 
millions  of  dollars.  While  he  claims  the 
money  will  go  to  research,  that  research  will 
be  under  his  control  and  directed  toward 
profits.  Ronald  Reagan  himself  personally 
negotiated  a  settlement  with  the  prime 
minister  of  France  concerning  the  pro¬ 
prietary  rights  to  the  HIV  patent.  And  the 
administration  has  been  pushing  mandatory 
testing;  with  each  test  profits  pour  in. 

The  prerequisite  for  any  treatment  of 
AIDS  must  be  that  it  will  be  profitable. 
Biogenetic  products  such  as  Interleuken  II  is 
an  example;  this  blood  product  inspires  the 
investors.  Changing  Times  is  bullish:  “In 
the  U.S.  alone,  IL-2  sales  are  projected  at 
$200  million  a  year  by  1990.”  Since  AIDS  is 
a  national  emergency,  drugs  that  might  be 
useful  should  be  provided  at  cost.  Drug 
companies,  however,  routinely  engage  in 
price  gouging.  The  price  of  AZT,  one  pos¬ 
sibly  useful  drug,  has  been  increased  many 
times  since  it  was  tentatively  approved  for 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs).  And  AL721 
(egg  lecithin)  initially  discouraged  drug 
companies  because  it  was  so  inexpenisve. 
Some  companies  are  putting  out  the  product 
without  testing  for  potential  bacterial, 
fungal  or  other  contaminants.  And  most  are 
charging  many,  many  times  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction. 

Uncritical  of  those  who  have  profited 
from  AIDS,  the  government  along  with  the 
clinics/hospitals/public  health  groups  and 
religious  leaders  —  from  the  Pope  to  Jerry 
Falwell  —  have  blamed  homosexual  promis¬ 
cuity  for  the  disease.  They  have  more  or  less 
echoed  President  Reagan’s  speech  writer: 
“Call  it  nature’s  retribution,  God’s  will,  the 
wages  of  sin,  paying  the  piper,  ecological 
kickback,  whatever  phraseology  you  prefer. 
The  facts  demonstrate  that  promiscuous 
homosexual  conduct  is  utterly  destructive  of 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“When  it  comes  to  knee-jerk  defeatism 
and  betrayal  of  traditional  Judaism, 
however,  Tikkun  (a  progressive  Jewish 
magazine]  takes  a  back  seat  to  the  New 
Jewish  Agenda,  a  group  convinced  the 
Torah  was  authored  by  Karl  Marx. 

“Among  other  positions,  the  New  (Left) 
Jewish  Agenda  supports  the  Sandinistas, 
opposes  aid  to  El  Salvador,  and  champions 
feminism,  homosexual  privileges  and  — 
naturally  —  the  rights  of  the  Palestinian 
people.” 

— Conservative  Boston  Herald 
columnist  Don  Feder  in  his  Oct.  7  piece  on 
“Jewish  liberals  and  Israel.” 

Vancouver  fights 
quarantine  bill 

VANCOUVER  —  Activists  here  are 
fighting  the  passage  of  Bill  34,  legislation 
which  will  allow  the  provincial  cabinet  to 
quarantine  people  who  are  HIV-positive. 

Bill  34  was  introduced  in  July  and  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  pass  in  October  unless  a  broad 
response  can  be  mounted  quickly. 

The  opposition,  which  includes  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Responsible  Health  Care  (CRHR) 
and  the  Vancouver  Persons  with  AIDS 
Coalition,  have  organized  marches  and  lob¬ 
bied  against  the  bill.  They  are  also  fighting 
to  obtain  funding  for  hospices,  drugs, 
research  and  educational  materials  used  to 
help  prevent  the  transmission  of  AIDS. 

□  Lori  Urov 

AIDS  organizing 
in  Maine 

HANCOCK  COUNTY,  ME  —  The 
Down  East  AIDS  Network  (DEAN),  a 
grassroots  group  interested  in  facilitating 
community  AIDS  education  and  developing 
advocacy  and  support  of  people  living  with 
AIDS  (PLWAs)  and  their  families  and 
friends  has  formed  here. 

Dean  has  begun  holding  monthly  business 
and  education  meetings,  organized  a  sup¬ 
port  group  for  family  members  of  PLWAs, 
and  is  sponsoring  an  AIDS  Awareness  Day 
in  Ellsworth  on  Oct.  30.  New  members  are 
welcome.  Write  DEAN  at  P.O.  Box  779, 
Blue  Hill,  Maine  04164. 

□  Lynn  Carroll 

Taking  the  profit 
out  of  testing 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  The  National 
Gay  Rights  Advocates  (NGRA),  a  San 
Francisco-based  public  interest  law  firm,  has 
announced  a  program  to  combat  money¬ 
making  HIV  testing  centers.  Since  many  free 
testing  clinics  have  waiting  periods  of  up  to 
seven  weeks,  numbers  of  people  have  gone 
to  private  clinics  which  offer  immediate  ser¬ 
vice.  NGRA’s  program  includes  passage  of 
legislation  which  would  expand  the  number 
of  not  for  profit  testing  sites  and  which 
would  regulate  privately-run  centers. 

“Those  who  wish  to  make  a  fast-buck  by 
exploiting  public  fears  and  running  shoddy 
testing  centers  must  be  made  to  understand 
that  there  is  a  down  side  risk  to 
profiteering,”  said  NGRA  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  Jean  O’Leary.  She  continued,  “Those 
politicians  who  are  clamoring  for  mand¬ 
atory  testing  are  conveniently  overloking  the 
fact  that  we  can’t  even  handle  the  demand 
among  those  who  wish  to  be  tested  volun¬ 
tarily.” 

□  Joan  Doyle 

Black  women’s 
health  writings 
sought 

OAKLAND,  CA  —  Seal  Press  is  seeking 
submissions  for  an  anthology  on  Black 
women’s  health.  They  are  interested  in  per¬ 
sonal  and  scholarly  accounts  from  women 
about  their  experiences  as  health  care  pro¬ 
viders  (nurses,  physicians,  mental  health 
professionals,  technicians,  etc.)  consumers, 
educators  and  researchers.  The  writing 
should  reflect  the  issues  Black  women  face 
in  regard  to  health  care  and  how  those  issues 
can  best  be  addressed  and  remedied. 


The  anthology  will  be  edited  by  Evelyn  C. 
White,  a  Black  writer  and  journalist  who 
has  published  with  Seal  Press.  She  is  the 
author  of  Chain  Chain  Change:  For  Black 
Women  Dealing  with  Physical  and  Emo¬ 
tional  Abuse. 

Deadline  for  submissions  is  December  31, 
1987.  Address  queries  and  manuscripts  to 
Seal  Press,  c/o  Evelyn  C.  White,  383 
Alcatraz  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94618,  (415) 
777-7100. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Harry  Britt  speaks 
at  Harvard  GLSA 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Harry  Britt, 
openly-gay  San  Francisco  City  Supervisor, 
spoke  to  the  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Student  Association  on  Oct.  6.  Britt 
emphasized  the  importance  of  coming  out 
and  political  activism.  He  said  the  March  in 
Washington  will  be  an  enriching  experience 
which  will  send  gay  people  back  to  their 
communities  refreshed  and  energized. 

□  Charles  Ash 

Will  Boston  see 
AIDS  “bill  of  rights” 

BOSTON  —  “The  AIDS  “Bill  of 
Rights,”  a  controversial  proposal  by  the 
New  Alliance  Party  (NAP)  may  be  introduc¬ 
ed  to  the  Boston  City  Council. 

At  a  September  30  press  conference, 
Mary  Fridley,  the  national  coordinator  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  caucus  of  NAP,  said  the 
bill  would  “prohibit  all  forms  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  people  with  AIDS,  with  ARC, 
and  people  who  test  positive  to  the  HIV 
virus.  It  would  also  outlaw  any  form  of 
mandatory  HIV  virus  testing.” 

Fridley  acknowledged  the  bill  had 
“generated  considerable  controversy”  in 
New  York.  “The  New  York  Native,  one  of 
the  country’s  largest  gay  newspapers, 
printed  a  front  page  attack  this  week  on  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  and  on  the  AIDS 
Bill  of  Rights.” 

Fridley  was  referring  to  a  news  story  in  the 
Native  in  which  the  bill  was  criticized  by 
members  of  the  New  York  State  Division  of 
Human  Rights,  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Cri¬ 
sis,  the  Minority  AIDS  Project  and  the 
Hispanic  AIDS  Forum.  The  bill  was  accused 
of  duplicating  existing  legislation,  stigmatiz¬ 
ing  people  with  AIDS  and  giving  the  percep¬ 
tion  that  discrimination  against  people  with 
AIDS  is  not  illegal  under  current  law. 

Fridley  denied  these  claims,  asserting, 
“To  argue  we  don’t  need  as  many  rights  as 
we  can  get  doesn’t  make  sense.” 

According  to  Fridley,  NAP,  which  has 
circulated  petitions  in  Boston  bars  for  ap¬ 
proximately  three  weeks,  has  collected 
about  800  signatures  in  favor  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  NAP  is  planning  to  ask  gay  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras  to  sponsor  the 
bill. 

□  Kim  Westheimer 

Yale  for  queers? 

NEW  HAVEN,  CT  —  According  to  col¬ 
lege  president  Benno  C.  Schmidt,  recent 
reports  that  Yale  University  has  become  a 
“gay  school”  are  greatly  exaggerated.  The 
Chronicle  of  Higher  Education  reports  that 
Schmidt  sent  out  letters  to  Yale’s  fund 
raisers  in  response  to  an  article  by  an  alumna 
which  appeared  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal. 

The  article,  by  1977  Yale  graduate  Julie  V. 
Iovine,  described  current  life  at  the  campus. 
The  opening  paragraphs  depicted  the  high 
visibility  of  gay  and  lesbian  students  at  Yale, 
and  described  two  lesbian  cliques  called  the 
“lipsticks”  and  the  “crunchies.”  A  student 
was  also  quoted  as  saying  she  received  a 
notice  last  year  which  said  that  one  in  four 
Yale  students  was  gay. 

President  Schmidt’s  letter,  prompted  by 
calls  and  letters  from  outraged  alumni, 
reassured  potential  donors  by  saying,  “I  can 
understand  your  concern  about  the  non¬ 
sense  about  Yale.  If  I  thought  there  was  any 
truth  to  the  article,  I  would  be  concerned, 
too.”  Approximately  40  alumni  had  con¬ 
tacted  the  university  asking  if  the  article  ac¬ 
curately  reflected  campus  life. 

Commenting  on  Schmidt’s  action,  Iovine 
said,  “The  only  way  I  can  read  his  reaction 
is  homophobic....  Alumni  are  upset  that 
the  old  blue  is  turning  pink.” 

□  Nancy  De  Luca 


AIDS  in  prison 
project 

BOSTON  —  GCNs  Prisoner  Project  is 
looking  for  a  way  to  connect  prisoners  with 
AIDS/ARC,  or  who  have  tested  HIV-pos¬ 
itive  and  are  being  treated  (isolated)  as  if 
they  had  AIDS,  with  people  on  the  outside 
(especially  PWAs).  We  would  also  like  to 
find  the  labor  power/expertise  to  put  to¬ 
gether  updates  of  legal  decisions  and 
medical/housing  information  that  would  be 
useful  for  prisoners  struggling  with  ig¬ 
norance  and  hysteria  in  prisons. 

If  you  are  in  a  position  to  gather  and  sum¬ 
marize  any  of  this  information,  or  if  you  are 
interested  in  being  a  penpal,  please  send  us  a 
note  and  as  we  get  our  act  together,  we’ll 
make  some  of  these  connections.  GCN  Pris¬ 
oner  Project,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

□  Mike  Riegle 

Queer  rights  tossed 
out  in  Utah 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  —  A  human  rights 
bill  which  would  have  included  city-wide 
protection  against  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation  was  rejected  by  Mayor 
Palmer  DePaulis  on  September  9. 

Gay  activist  David  Nelson,  who  originally 
introduced  the  bill  last  year,  urged  the  city  to 
consider  a  compromise  proposal  that  would 
create  a  human  relations  advisory  commit¬ 
tee.  DePaulis  recommended  that  the  city  not 
adopt  the  proposal  and  it  is  likely  that  the 
council  will  follow  his  recommendation. 

Despite  DePaulis’  reputation  as  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  civil  rights,  the  mayor  called  the 
human  rights  bill  “unnecessary,  too  costly 
and  possibly  unconstitutional.” 

“It  is  repugnant  that  our  city  would  turn 
its  back  on  human  rights  after  three  years  of 
research,  careful  negotiations  and  com¬ 
promise,”  Nelson  said. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Fairy  float 

EUGENE,  OR  —  The  gay  and  lesbian 
community  float  won  second  prize  in  the 
non-commercial  float  category  in  the 
Eugene  Celebration  Parade  on  Sept.  26.  The 
parade,  featuring  local  community  groups 
and  businesses,  and  reigned  over  by  the  Slug 
Queen,  is  the  highlight  of  an  annual  three- 
day  civic  festival.  This  is  the  first  year  the 
lesbian/gay  contingent  has  won  an  award  in 
the  three  years  it’s  been  in  the  parade. 

Banks  of  lavender  paper  flowers  adorned 
the  small  float,  which  was  drawn  by  a  white 
1964  Cadillac.  Marchers  dressed  in  lavender 
carried  banners  for  The  Lavender  Network, 
a  local  lesbian/gay  magazine,  and  for  Les¬ 
bians  in  Coalition  Against  Racism  and  Anti- 
Semitism.  A  purple-uniformed  lesbian 
twirling  a  baton  led  the  contingent,  and  par¬ 
ticipants  sang  lyrics  written  for  the  occasion 
by  Sally  Sheklow,  who  coordinated  the 
float. 

“It  took  six  people  five  hours,”  to  stuff 
paper  napkins  into  a  chickenwire  frame  to 
decorate  the  float,  according  to  Sheklow. 
But  she  seemed  to  think  all  the  hard  work 
was  worthwhile.  “It  was  great  to  be 
recognized  for  being  totally  out  there  and 
vulnerable  and  gay,”  she  remarked.  “The 
judges  loved  us.” 

□  Betsy  Brown 
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acts.  To  facilitate  the  arrests,  DeBusk 
stated  that  he  studied  the  unwritten  hand¬ 
kerchief  codes  that  some  gay  men  use  to 
denote  sexual  tastes. 

“What  we’ve  got  here  is  an  aggressive, 
ladder -climbing  officer  who’s  doing  a  lot  of 
solicitation  himself,”  said  Sam  Adams,  a 
TGLC  member  and  a  long-time  Nashville 
gay  activist.  “But  he’s  denied  all  charges 
of  entrapment.  DeBusk  seems  to  think  he 
has  found  a  group  of  people  who  are  easy 
prey.  The  undercover  operation  has  been 
called  off,  so  at  least  he’s  not  sneaking 
around  any  more.  But  even  though  he’s 
back  in  uniform,  he’s  still  in  the  park  with 
binoculars.” 

Adams  said  he  met  with  DeBusk  to 
discuss  the  park  arrests  and  the  harm  caus¬ 
ed  by  the  newspaper  publicity,  and  to  begin 
education  on  positive  gay  sexuality.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Adams,  DeBush  claims  to  believe 
that  gays  deserve  the  right  to  privacy,  but 
that  he’s  upholding  the  law  by  enforcing  the 
“crimes  against  nature”  statute  in  city 
parks. 

Community  uproar  resulted  when  the 
daily  papers,  the  Nashville  Tennessean  and 
the  Nashville  Banner,  published  the  names 
and  addresses  of  those  arrested.  Charging 
invasion  of  privacy  and  endangerment  of 
lives,  angry  gay  men  and  lesbians,  civil 
liberties  groups  and  reportedly  some 
newspaper  employees  sparked  agitation 
that  may  have  led  to  closing  the  undercover 
probe. 

According  to  Adams  and  Fisher,  even 
judges  and  attorneys  handling  the  arrests 
were  annoyed  by  the  expense  and  clogging 
of  the  court  system  caused  by  consensual 
sexual  conduct  cases.  Press  reports  also 
speculated  that  park  rangers  participated  in 
the  round-up  to  prove  their  arrest  powers 
were  comparable  to  those  of  the  city  police 
—  and  therefore  their  pay  should  be  raised 
correspondingly.  Though  both  DeBusk  and 
Parks  director  Fyke  deny  such  allegations, 
the  adverse  publicity  may  have  squelched 
the  sting. 

“It  was  a  ploy  that  backfired  for  them,” 
says  Fisher.  “The  park  rangers  in  fact  did 
not  get  more  pay  and  finally  quit  because 
they  were  making  more  work  for 
themselves.” 

The  devastation  continues  for  some  of 
those  arrested.  Few  were  openly  gay  and 
most  suffered  adversely  from  the  public  ex¬ 
posure,  according  to  a  survey  distributed  by 
a  group  formed  last  December  to  document 
the  trauma.  The  group,  made  up  of  several 
TGLC  members,  mailed  questionnaires  to 
those  listed  in  the  newspapers  and  received 
responses  from  over  half  of  those  con¬ 
tacted.  Many  respondents  remained 
anonymous,  but  some  expressed  the  desire 
to  meet  and  discuss  human  rights  viola¬ 
tions,  and  some  wrote  notes  in  the  margins 
describing  their  arrests  as  entrapment. 
Survey  results  indicate: 

57%  had  been  harassed  by  co- 

workers  or  classmates 

32%  were  fired  from  their  job  or 

dismissed  from  school 

55%  had  received  annoying 

telephone  calls 

79%  feared  for  the  loss  of  their  job 
or  student  status 

46%  feared  for  the  safety  of  self  or 
loved  ones 

28%  received  threats  against  their 
families  or  friends 

57%  have  been  rejected  by  family 
members  or  friends 
46%  sought  professional  counseling 
22%  sought  medical  attention 
7%  had  their  property  damaged 
6%  were  physically  injured 
100%  disagreed  with  the  newspapers’ 
current  name-printing  policy  which 
includes  addresses  and  place  of 
employment  of  those  arrested 
96%  disagreed  with  the  Park  Depart¬ 
ment’s  methods  and  procedures  of 
their  arrest 

Adams  has  since  met  some  of  the 
respondents  and  shared  the  survey  results 
with  the  local  newspapers  and  the  Park 
Department.  He  has  also  made  the  infor¬ 
mation  available  to  one  arrestee  who  is  su¬ 
ing  the  Parks  for  $1  million  for  injuries  suf¬ 
fered  as  a  result  of  his  arrest. 

Hedy  Weinberg,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Tennessee  chapter  of  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  said  the 
‘“crimes  against  nature’  laws  are  used 
specifically  to  attack  and  harass  the  gay 
community.  In  Nashville,  the  whole  park 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Scondras  aides  fired 

Boston ’s  City  Council  ousts  members 


Watering  the  movement’s 
roots 

A  challenge  to  build  political  activism  during  the  AIDS 
epidemic 


of  controversial  group 

By  Chris  Bull 

BOSTON  —  Two  aides  of  gay  City  Coun¬ 
cilor  David  Scondras  were  fired  by  the  City 
Council  for  their  involvement  in  a  group  ad¬ 
vocating  fair  trials  for  gay  men  and  lesbians 
accused  of  having  sex  with  minors.  The  men 
were  fired  by  a  9-2  Council  vote  on 
September  30. 

Gary  Dotterman  and  French  Wall  were 
members  of  the  Committee  for  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  and  Sexual  Freedom,  which  was  formed 
two  months  ago  in  the  wake  of  the  case 
against  Donald  Dobson,  a  banker  and  civil 
rights  activist  accused  of  having  sex  with  two 
teenage  youths. 

The  Committee  has  come  under  fire  from 
both  Councilor  Albert  O’Neil,  who  said  its 
members  support  “child  molestation”  and 
Scondras,  who  said  he  did  not  agree  with  the 
Committee’s  agenda. 

Scondras,  however,  refused  calls  by 
O’Neil  and  The  Boston  Herald  to  fire  his 
staffers,  saying  the  men  had  the  constitu¬ 
tional  right  to  belong  to  any  group  on  their 
own  time.  He  asked  both  aides,  however,  to 
resign  from  the  Committee.  Dotterman 
agreed,  but  Wall  refused  to  do  so. 

The  controversy  was  touched  off  by  what 
members  of  the  Committee  call  a  “smear 
campaign”  against  the  entire  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  The  Herald  accused  Dot¬ 
terman  and  Wall  of  supporting  “the  most 
heinous  kind  of  conduct  a  society  is  faced 
with,”  although  they  have  made  no  mention 
of  the  Committee’s  work  promoting  fair 
trials  for  the  accused. 

In  the  Dobson  case,  the  Committee  has 
advocated  for  the  two  teens  who  have  been 
locked  up  as  material  witnesses  for  the  state. 

O’Neil  threatened  to  tell  the  constituents 
of  any  city  councilor  who  did  not  vote  to  fire 
the  aides  that  their  councilor  had  supported 
“child  molesters.” 

Scondras  told  the  Council  before  the  vote 
that  “I  find  it  offensive,  frankly,  that  the 
press  and  certain  individuals  have  chosen  to 
frame  a  very  complex  issue  as  though  it  is 
over  support  for  a  ‘child  molester.’  ” 

Ed  Hougen,  a  member  of  the  Committee, 


AIDS  and  genes 

Continued  from  page  I 

human  health.”  Calling  AIDS  a  “natural 
sanction,”  the  Vatican  Office  of  Social 
Communication  said,  “Some  diseases  or 
physical  conditions  are  the  direct  result  of 
personal  actions,  like  a  hangover  or  venereal 
disease.”  Like  Daniel  Defoe  in  A  Journal  of 
the  Plague  Year(\12\)  they  have  blamed  the 
victims:  “there  was  a  seeming  propensity  or 
a  wicked  inclination  in  those  that  were  in¬ 
fected  to  infect  others.” 

Displacement  of  responsibility  for  illness 
and  mortality  is  quite  common.  Thus  it  is 
argued  that  failure  to  seek  medical  care  ex¬ 
plains  the  high  infant  and  mother  mortality 
rates  among  the  poor,  when  the  real  prob¬ 
lems  are  malnutrition,  poor  housing,  and  in¬ 
adequate  living  standards.  During  the 
Bubonic  Plague,  Jews,  because  they  kept 
cats,  were  accused  of  bewitching  Christians, 
who  then  killed  both  the  cats  and  the  Jews  in 
order  to  counter  the  disease.  During  the 
auto  heyday  of  the  ’50s,  automobile  deaths 
were  defined  as  “accidents”  and  blamed  on 
those  killed.  Consumer  activists  have  only 
partially  corrected  this  “accident”  con¬ 
struct.  Highway  deaths  are  seldom  blamed 
on  faulty  automobiles,  lousy  engineering, 
poor  roadways  or  inadequate  public  trans¬ 
portation.  If  not  completely  “accidental,” 
then  casualties  are  blamed  on  the  driver  — 
particularly  the  drunk  or  drugged  driver. 
Mothers  Against  Drunk  Drivers  (MADD) 
don’t  call  for  free  public  transportation;  in¬ 
stead  they  blame  drunk  drivers,  who  bring 
sorrow  to  mothers,  children  and  other  inno¬ 
cent  victims. 

John  Mitzel  (author  of  Boston  Sex  Scan¬ 
dal)  early  identified  AIDS  as  the  “disease 
straight  people  like  to  talk  about.”  Every  ef¬ 
fort  has  been  made  to  exaggerate  the  extent 
of  the  disease.  Statistics  are  reported  not  on 
the  number  of  deaths  or  newly-diagnosed 
PWAS  per  year  (or  per  100,000  people),  but 
instead  on  the  total  numbers  who  have  been 
diagnosed  since  1979.  Several  thousand 
U.S.  deaths  per  year  in  a  population  of  over 
two  hundred  million  cannot  be  compared 
with  the  plague,  smallpox,  cholera,  yellow 


said  he  found  “the  idea  that  you  can  fire  so¬ 
meone  for  exercising  their  first  amendment 
rights  horrifying.”  He  added  that  he 
thought  Scondras  had  handled  the  issue  very 
poorly  by  changing  his  mind  several  times. 
“David’s  backpeddling  has  given  the  green 
light  to  those  who  are  pushing  the  issue.  If 
even  the  Left  does  not  stand  up  for  our  rights 
no  one  will.  This  thing  never  would  have 
happened  if  David  had  stood  by  the  values 
that  elected  him  in  the  first  place.” 

“Most  people  have  forgotten  that  David 
is  a  human  being,”  said  Dotterman.  “He’s 
agonized  over  this  issue.”  Dotterman  noted 
that  Scondras  gave  a  “wonderful  speech  in 
support  of  French  and  I”  at  the  September 
30  meeting.  “We  can  always  bitch  and  moan 
about  moments  he  hesitated.  The  fact  is  he 
was  there  when  the  show  came  down.” 

Bruce  Bolling,  President  of  the  City 
Council,  voted  to  fire  Dotterman  and  Wall, 
but  claimed  he  “did  everything  in  his  power 
to  prevent  it  from  reaching  a  vote.”  Bolling 
blamed  Scondras  for  allowing  the  issue  to 
arise.  “David  dropped  the  ball.  He  should 
have  known  what  his  aides  were  doing  and 
taken  action  at  the  time  to  make  sure  they 
did  not  jeopardize  him  politically.  There  is  a 
lack  of  leadership  and  integrity  here. 
Elected  officials  cannot  be  all  things  to  all 
people.  He  should  have  taken  a  strong 
stand.”  Bolling  would  not  comment  on  why 
he  voted  to  fire  the  aides. 

Charles  Yancey  was  the  only  councilor 
who  voted  with  Scondras  against  the  firing. 

The  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  (GBLGPA)  withdrew 
their  endorsements  of  three  councilors  who 
voted  against  the  aides.  The  following  coun¬ 
cilors  lost  their  GBLGPA  endorsements: 
Bruce  Bolling,  Maura  Hennigan  Casey  and 
Christopher  Iannella. 

Wall  and  Dotterman  are  looking  into  the 
possibility  of  suing  the  City  Council.  The 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts 
(CLUM)  is  considering  suing  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil  on  behalf  of  the  aides,  according  to 
CLUM  spokesperson  Mackie  McLeod.  □ 


fever,  tuberculosis  or  even  the  1918  Spanish 
flu.  Nonetheless,  AIDS  is  continually  com¬ 
pared  to  such  epidemics.  Nor  can  the  AIDS 
death  rate  be  compared  to  that  from  cancer, 
heart  disease  or  automobile  accidents. 

Since  the  numbers  for  AIDS  are  relatively 
small,  almarmists  resort  to  projections. 
After  I  protested  in  1982  that  the  numbers 
do  not  justify  calling  AIDS  an  “epidemic,” 
one  gay  leader  claimed  that  epidemics  are 
classified  according  to  rate  of  increase.  No 
PWAs  in  1978;  a  few  in  1979;  261  in  1980; 
nearly  1 ,000  in  1982.  At  that  rate  of  increase 
everyone  would  soon  be  dead,  but  the  rate 
of  increase  soon  leveled  off.  Little  publicity 
has  been  given  to  the  plateau;  in  1985  9,484 
new  PWAs  were  counted;  in  1986,  10,021.  If 
the  disease  is  leveling  off,  projections  are 
not.  “Federal  scientists  project  that  by  the 
end  of  1991,  total  cases  will  reach  270,000 
with  179,000  deaths  (NY  Times,  March  16, 
1987).” 

Homosexuals  may  be  one  of  the  only 
groups  in  history  to  embrace  a  disease  and 
call  it  their  own.  Haitians,  when  they  were 
listed  as  a  “high  risk”  group,  protested  and 
were  able  to  have  themselves  excluded  from 
the  statistics.  Africans  have  almost  univer¬ 
sally  disclaimed  the  disease.  Only  a  tiny 
minority  of  homosexuals  have  tried  to  es¬ 
cape  the  disease  label  and  pin  the  guilt  on  in¬ 
travenous  drug  users.  (The  CDC,  in  cata¬ 
loguing  peole  with  AIDS,  asks  first  if  the 
person  is  a  homosexual,  second  about  IV 
drug  use,  then  about  hemophilia.  Thus  a 
Haitian,  hemophiliac,  IV  drug-using 
homosexual  would  only  be  listed  as  a  homo¬ 
sexual  in  the  statistics.) 

AIDS  has  become  the  gay  stigmata:  by 
suffering  we  prove  we  are  worthwhile  peo¬ 
ple.  (By  enjoying  our  sexuality,  we 
demonstrate  our  evil.)  The  straight  world 
may  not  be  willing  to  accept  us  as  happy  and 
gay  in  our  sexuality,  but  trying  to  overcome 
that  homophobia  by  appealing  for  their 
sympathy  is  a  great  betrayal  of  ourselves. 
Ann  Douglas  in  her  study  of  women  and 
Protestant  ministers  in  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury  lays  out  some  of  the  traps  in  the  appeal 
for  sympathy  strategy: 

To  stress  their  ill  health  was  a  way  for 
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By  Sue  Hyde 

The  AIDS  epidemic  has  changed  all  our 
lives,  all  our  communities  and  all  our 
politics  in  ways  we  will  not  fully  understand 
for  a  generation  and  more.  Some  of  the 
transformations,  though,  can  be  readily 
observed  and  immediately  felt.  Faced  with  a 
government  determined  to  let  us  die,  we 
take  up  the  task  of  caring  for  our  ill  and  dy¬ 
ing.  We  pour  our  energy,  our  resources, 
and  our  creativity  into  an  ever-widening  gap 
between  what  we  need  and  what  a  neglect¬ 
ful  government  fails  to  provide.  As  out¬ 
sider,  we  push  an  inert  system  for  fund¬ 
ing,  health  care,  and  education.  And  really, 
how  can  we  do  otherwise?  Our  lovers,  our 
friends,  our  colleagues,  our  heroes,  our 
cultural  pioneers,  our  beacons  of  political 
thought  fall  away  one  by  one.  It  is  for  them 
and  for  us  —  now  learning  how  to  go  on 
without  them  —  that  we  navigate  these 
essential  political  waters. 

Our  communities  pay  a  high  price  in  this 
crisis;  we  suffer  many  kinds  of  losses. 
Among  the  lost  are  local  gay  and  lesbian 
community  groups  and  institutions  and  the 
human  motors  that  drove  them.  Illness 
steals  some  permanently  from  our  ranks 
while  AIDS-related  work  sends  some  in  an¬ 
other  direction.  In  my  travels  around  the 
country,  I  have  over  and  over  heard  this 
story:  “Yes,  there  was  a  group  that  did  that 
kind  of  work  here,  but  the  person  who  took 
on  most  of  the  responsibility  for  it  wanted 
to  devote  his/her  time  and  energy  to  AIDS 
so  it  folded.”  I’m  especially  aware  of  this 
phenomenon  in  medium-sized  and  smaller 
cities  in  which  the  pool  of  activists  is  not 
large  or  diverse  and  volunteer  activists  may 
or  may  not  be  replaced. 

At  the  same  time,  smaller  communities 
are  made  more  vulnerable  by  the  increase  in 
gay  visibility  due  to  the  epidemic,  a  visibili¬ 
ty  not  matched  by  political  strength.  So 
when  public  health  officials  or  legislators 
propose  mandatory  testing  or  contact  trac¬ 
ing  or  quarantine  of  persons  who  “menace 
the  public  health,”  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  response  may  be  too  late  and 
too  little  to  significantly  affect  the  out¬ 
come.  We  are  a  community  trapped  bet¬ 
ween  the  rock  of  the  AIDS  epidemic’s  de¬ 
pletion  of  our  people  and  of  gay/lesbian 
organizational  resources,  and  the  hard 
place  of  our  movement’s  political  vulner¬ 
ability  as  a  result  of  the  diversion  of 
resources.  We  have  had  to  mobilize  to  fight 
for  our  lives;  yet  that  very  effort  is  not  en¬ 
tirely  congruent  with  the  urgent  political 
needs  of  our  community. 

We  are  sometimes  accused  by  the  christo- 
fascists  of  recruiting  people  to  be  gay/les¬ 
bian.  I  for  one  think  we  need  to  be  more 
systematic  about  just  this:  we  must  draw 
our  friends  and  fellow  travelers  into 
political  activism  and  then  nurture  their 
development  as  strategists,  organizers,  and 
media  manipulators.  We  must  do  so  be¬ 
cause  we  face  an  array  of  AIDS-provoked 
legislation,  some  good  and  much  of  it  bad. 
Colorado  and  Illinois  have  set  standards 
which  will  likely  be  followed  by  other  state 
legislature.  The  LaRouche  quarantine  in¬ 
itiative  failed  in  California,  but  only  after  a 
public  education  campaign  supported  by 
massive  fundraising,  much  of  that  from  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  I  wonder  how  the 
LaRouchian  quarantine  plan  would  fare  in 
Missouri  or  Alabama  or  South  Carolina, 
but  I  don’t  really  want  to  know.  From  local 
groups  to  national  groups,  we  must 
strengthen  not  just  our  gay/lesbian 
organizations,  but  the  political  skills  on 
which  we  must  depend. 

The  kind  of  recruitment  and  develop¬ 
ment  I  envision  begins  in  our  home  com¬ 
munities.  Local  groups  need  to  undertake 
education  of  our  own  in  a  more  systematic 
way,  if  it  is  not  already  on  the  agenda. 
Publishing  op-ed  pieces  in  local  media 
outlets,  sponsoring  public  forums  to  foster 
debate  and  discussion  of  current  hot  topics, 
conducting  surveys  on  the  incidence  of  local 
discrimination,  information  leafietting,  and 
on-the-street  demonstrations  of  community 
sentiment  are  effective  tactics  for  mobiliz¬ 
ing  a  gay/lesbian  constituency.  When  feel¬ 
ings  run  high,  it  is  time  to  take  action, 
because  we  are  all  most  likely  to  get  involv¬ 
ed  in  something  about  which  we  feel  pas¬ 
sionately.  And  once  an  interested  group  of 


people  is  gathered  together,  they  create  a 
readily  available  reservoir  of  energy  and 
motivation.  At  any  event  in  our  communi¬ 
ty,  no  one  should  leave  without  knowing 
something  about  the  organization  that 
sponsored  it  and  how  to  get  involved. 

At  the  state  level,  we  need  to  knit 
ourselves  together  in  networks,  so  that  in¬ 
formation  and  encouragement  can  flow 
from  city  to  city  across  the  state.  In  our 


local  communities,  this  would  help  alleviate 
the  feeling  of  isolation  from  other  com¬ 
munities.  And  finally,  we  need  to  build 
statewide  structures  that  facilitate  an  effec¬ 
tive  and  comprehensive  response  to  those 
issues  percolating  on  the  state  level.  Cur¬ 
rently,  excellent  statewide  networks  already 
exist  in  Michigan  and  Texas,  both  offering 
different  but  equally  potent  models  for 
statewide  activity. 

Nationally,  watering  the  movement’s 
roots  needs  to  become  a  programmatic 
priority.  Our  activism  is  aroused  at  the  local 
and  state  levels,  but  it  can  also  be  nurtured 
and  enhanced  by  those  of  us  who  are  not 
neighbors,  friends  and  lovers.  It  is  time  for 
gay  and  lesbian  groups,  our  non-gay  allies, 
and  AIDS-related  organizations  to  join  to¬ 
gether  in  a  consortium  to  sponsor  training 
sessions  or  institutes  for  activists  all  over 
the  country.  The  ad-hoc,  helter-skelter  ap¬ 
proach  to  political  training  at  conferences 
and  on  the  firing  lines  will  no  longer  serve 
our  urgent  needs. 

This  is  not  a  call  for  political  homogenity 
or  lowest  common  denominator  politics, 
but  rather  a  concerted  and  coordinated  ef¬ 
fort  by  funded  organizations  to  support  the 
folks  in  the  trenches  with  locally  oriented 
programs  to  develop  skills  and  advance 
gay/lesbian  liberation  where  we  live,  work 
and  love.  The  political  systems  in  which  we 
work  at  the  national,  state  and  local  level 
are  not  dissimilar  or  mysterious;  they  are 
just  tedious,  they  do  not  reflect  our  vision, 
and  they  are  in  need  of  our  attention. 

And  the  ironic  truth  of  the  system  is  this: 
it  will  grind  on  with  or  without  attention 
from  us.  Perhaps  before  AIDS  we  could 
imagine  that  ignoring  the  politicians  would 
not  harm  us  and  that  being  ignored  by  them 
represented  a  tolerance  of  diversity.  But 
now  our  lives  are  the  subject  of  an  intense 
scrutiny  and  legislative  barrage  that  may 
result  in  the  curtailment  of  basic  freedoms 
of  movement,  association,  and  experience 
we  now  take  for  granted.  We  have  met  the 
government  and  it  is  not  us.  Just  as  we  can¬ 
not  ignore  the  political  mainstream,  we  like¬ 
wise  cannot  ignore  our  gay  and  lesbian 
community,  its  institutions  and  its 
organizations. 

Our  challenge  lies  in  imagining  our  lives 
continuing  and  being  better  —  through  the 
AIDS  epidemic  and  beyond.  Our  commit¬ 
ment  as  political  activists  and  as  a  com¬ 
munity  that  cares  about  itself  must  be  to 
replenish,  support,  rejuvenate,  and  under¬ 
stand  how  each  piece  of  work  contributes  to 
our  survival. □ 


Corrections 

The  address  for  the  National  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Task  Force’s  Sex  and  Politics  Town 
meeting  is  George  Washington  University, 
Funger  Hall,  Rm.  103,  2201  G  St. 


JEB’s  new  book  Making  a  Way:  Les¬ 
bians  Out  Front  can  be  ordered  from  Glad 
Hag  Books,  P.O.  Box  2834,  Washington, 
D.C.  for  $13.50. 

Pam  David  is  not  a  member  of  the  People 
of  Color  Task  Force  for  the  March  on 
Washington. 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Don’t  call  me  a  “gay  male” 

Dear  GCN: 

I  hate  the  term  “gay  male.”  What  am  I  — 
a  parakeet? 

Liz  Nania’s  letter  proposes  changing  the 
subtitle  of  the  paper  to  read  “The  Weekly 
for  Lesbians,  Gay  Males  and  Bisexuals.”  1 
agree  that  bisexuals  could  be  names  in  the 
subtitle,  although  the  paper  is  also  for 
friends  of  the  community,  health  profes¬ 
sionals,  media  professionals,  progressive 
politicians,  multiracial  couples,  etc.,  and  we 
can’t  name  all  of  them.  Bisexuals  are  already 
represented  to  some  degree,  however,  by  the 
same-sex  orientation  of  the  paper;  it’s  not 
all  of  what  they  are,  but  neither  is  it  all  of 
what  I  am.  Perhaps  we  have  to  draw  the  line 
somewhere,  and  since  such  issues  as  racism 
and  feminism  are  arguably  inseparable  from 
heterosexism,  though  not  named  separately, 
and  because  various  types  of  people  are  in¬ 
vited  to  read  the  paper,  though  neither  are 
they  so  named,  I  would  vote  for  keeping  the 
headline  focused  and  simple.  But  I  digress. 

What  I  do  know  is  that  I  hate  the  biolog¬ 
ical  term  “male.”  I  know  that  the  term  “gay 
men”  doesn’t  include  boys,  a  serious  omis¬ 
sion  indeed.  So  how  about  just  “gays?” 
Perhaps  that  doesn’t  work  because  it  in¬ 
cludes  women,  so  we  don’t  know  if  we’re 
mentioning  women  or  not  when  we  say 
“gay.” 

I  suspect  that  there  is  no  easy  way  around 
this  problem,  either.  Whatever  is  decided,  I 
hope  that  the  solution  includes  men  and 
women  under  one  rainbow,  because  there 
are  enough  divisions  between  men  and  wo¬ 
men  already  —  biological,  social,  political, 
etc.  But  please ,  whatever  you  do,  don’t  call 
me  a  “gay  male”!  I  got  out  of  the  cage  once, 
and  I’m  too  big  to  fit  anymore. 

Peter  L.  Stickel 
Boston,  MA 

P.S.  Congratulations  on  the  look  of  the 
paper  —  very  attractive. 

GCN  note:  the  new  logo  subtitle  reads  “for 
fifteen  years  the  lesbian  and  gay  weekly.” 


I  am  questioning  violent  male 
conditioning 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
organizers  of  Sisterfire,  a  music  festival  in 
Washington,  D.C.  for  comprehensive 
information  on  the  controversy  describd, 
send  for  the  September  issue  of  Sojourner, 
“the  women’s  forum,  ”  143  Albany  Street, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

1  am  very  angry  about  the  way  you  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  situation  between  Myriam 
Fougere,  Lin  Daniels  and  the  two  men.  I 
have  read  Myriam  and  Lin’s  statement  as 
well  as  your  response  in  Sojourner  and  I 
think  you  have  made  some  very  serious  er¬ 
rors  in  judgment. 

Sisterfire  is  the  only  “Women’s  Festival” 
that  I  know  of  that  allows  men  to  attend. 
Looking  at  an  ad  from  the  June,  1987  issue 
of  Sojourner,  I  see  nothing  in  the  copy 
about  men  being  welcome.  The  assumption 
of  most  women  reading  about  a  “Women’s 
Festival”  with  a  provocative  name  like 
Sisterfire  would  be  that  it  is  a  “Women  on¬ 
ly”  event.  At  the  very  least,  there  would  be 
well  defined  “Women  only”  space  for  ven¬ 
dors  and/or  workshops.  The  idea  that  men 
could  walk  up,  challenge  a  designated  (even 
self-designated)  “Women  only”  space,  per¬ 
sist  to  the  point  of  physical  violence,  and 
dthen  be  defended  by  the  organizers  of  the 
event  is  beyond  outrageous.  It  is  sickening 
to  me. 

Your  attempts  to  obfuscate  the  matter,  by 
insinuating  and  focusing  on  an  element  of 
racism  which  I  don’t  believe  was  present,  is 


disappointing  and  beside  the  point.  Women 
who  chose  “Women  only”  space  clearly 
want  to  focus  their  energies  on  other 
women.  While  you  may  think  that  by  allow¬ 
ing  men  unlimited  access  at  the  festival  you 
are  showing  men  the  strengths  of  women’s 
creativity,  what  I  see  happening  is  women 
do  not  feel  safe  in  the  festival  space.  Witness 
the  response  of  the  other  vendors  and 
women  the  next  day  in  forming  a  defense 
group.  They  did  not  feel  the  festival  security 
was  adequate  to  prevent  further  violence. 

Whatever  your  reasons  for  not  creating  a 
“Women  only”  space  at  the  festival  (it’s  on 
public  grounds,  against  your  ‘ ‘philosophy,  ’ ’ 
etc.),  you  should  remember  who  your  main 
audience  is:  women.  Violence  against  wo¬ 
men  by  men  at  an  event  of  this  nature  is  not 
to  be  tolerated.  The  apparently  whole¬ 
hearted  defense  of  such  violence  is  uncons¬ 
cionable. 

Condoning  violence  by  men  against  wo¬ 
men  is  also  very  offensive  to  me  personally. 
I  am  trying  to  work  on  and  change  my  male 
conditioning  which  views  violence  as  a 
viable  option  in  a  situation.  Your  response 
says  men’s  violence  against  women  is  okay 
and  a  valid  course  of  action.  I  interpret  this 
as  saying  my  personal  efforts  at  questioning 
and  changing  my  attitudes  around  this  issue 
are  unimportant. 

A  women’s  festival  where  women  are  not 
safe  from  violence  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be 
something  positive  for  women.  I  hope  you 
will  reconsider  your  response  to  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  take  this  into  account  as  you  plan 
future  events. 

Angrily  and  sincerely, 
_  Paul  Pigman 

Jamaica  Plain 

HCRF  and  Act  Up  both 
important 

Dear  GCN: 

I  don’t  want  to  get  into  a  messy  ego  war 
that  might  be  going  on  between  ACT  UP  in 
New  York  City  and  the  Human  Rights  Cam¬ 
paign  Fund,  but  I  did  have  to  addres  two  key 
points  in  which  I  am  in  disagreement  with 
Henry  J.  Yeager’s  statements  about  the 
June  1st  AIDS  Civil  Disobedience  Action 
which  were  included  in  his  “Letter  to  the 
Editor”  concerning  my  GCA' Speaking  Out. 

I’ve  called  five  people  who  participated  in 
the  action  and  shared  a  jail  cell  with  me  on 
June  1st  and  all  of  us  were  under  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  HRCF  organized  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  with  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates 
and  Mobilization  Against  AIDS.  The  se¬ 
cond  demonstration  of  the  day  —  at  4  p.m. 
at  the  International  AIDS  Conference  — 
was  organized  by  ACT  UP.  While  Yeager 
might  be  correct  about  ACT  UP’s  role  in  the 
civil  disobedience,  it  was  never  made  explicit 
to  those  of  us  at  the  three-hour  morning 
training  session.  And  as  someone  notified  of 
the  action  by  HRCF  a  month  ahead  of  time, 
I  must  disagree  wtih  Yeager’s  insistence  that 
they  joined  the  fray  two  weeks  ahead  of 
time. 

Finally,  Yeager  makes  it  look  like  I  believe 
HRCF’s  “oriented  toward  press  com 
ferences  and  schmoozing  with  politicians 
while  gay  men  die.  ’  ’  I  believe  that  HRCF  has 
been  a  credible  and  effective  organization  in 
responding  to  the  AIDS  fight  and  that  we 
need  both  groups  working  within  the  system 
and  groups  working  outside  the  system  to 
fight  this  epidemic. 

Sincerely  yours, 

_  Eric  Rofes 

Los  Angeles,  CA 


Ghettoizing  gay  fiction 

Dear  GCN: 

A  situation  has  arisen  that  threatens  to 
completely  ghettoize  gay  fiction  in  America. 
Recently  a  friend  wrote  about  a  gay  men’s 
science  fiction  panel  she  had  attended,  say¬ 
ing, 

[Samuel  R.]  Delany  said  that  his 
publisher  for  the  latest  Neveryon 
book  disappeared  after  a  couple  of 
phone  calls  to  Waldenbooks  and  B. 
Dalton,  who  together  are  60%  of  the 
market  in  the  U.S.  “How  many 
copies  of  this  book  will  you  be 
taking?”  “None.  We  don’t  carry 
Delany  anymore.  He’s  writing  gay 
content  now.”  A  woman  in  the  aud¬ 
ience  said  she  works  for  one  of  these 
chains,  and  they  have  Delany,  Tanith 
Lee,  and  Barbara  Hambly  on  the 
blacklist. 
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SUSTAIN  GCN 

And  yourself  and  your  community. 


Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN's  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you,  entertain  you,  and  activate  you. 

Join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 

Here's  how  it  works.  Pledge  $120  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  $  1 20-2500/year.  (That's  as  little  as  $IO/month!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN's  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  stat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we'll  send  you: 

•  a  year's  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN's 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country's  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 

I  want  to  sustain  GCN  and  my  community! 

Sign  me/us  up  to  pledge: 

□  $120  □$200  □  $300  n$400  O$S00  □$1000  □  Other 
to  be  made  over  the  next  12  months  in: 

□  one  □  two  □  three  □  four  installments 

Enclosed  is  my/our  first  tax  deductible  pledge  of  $ _ 

Name _ 

Address  _ _ _ _ _ 


Mail  to:  GCN  Sustainers,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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•UR  I5«h  AND 
SAVE  17  BUCKS 
OFF  THE 
NEWSSTAND 
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subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner  $ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ _ 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


The  March:  a  focus  on  ‘justice’ 

(as  ‘political’  finally!)  —  and  still 
gay/lesbian  prisoners  are  invisible 


Appalled,  I  contacted  Delany  to  see  if  he 
could  verify  this.  Delany  said  that  his  reg¬ 
ular  publisher  rejected  the  new  fourth 
volume  in  his  Neveryon  series,  declining 
even  to  read  it.  Another  publisher,  thinking 
them  nuts,  snapped  the  book  up  with  a  ver¬ 
bal  promise  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for 
combined  hard  and  soft  cover  rights  —  only 
to  retract  it  three  days  later.  The  publisher 
had  called  buyers  at  Walden  and  Dalton  and 
was  told  that  neither  company  would  be  tak¬ 
ing  any  more  books  by  Delany,  either  old  or 
new.  The  reason  given  was  that  sales  on 
Delany’s  Stars  in  My  Pockets  Like  Grains  of 
Sand  had  been  so  poor  that  all  of  Delany’s 
fiction  had  now  become  uncommercial! 
Walden  and  Dalton  together  do  account  for 
60%  of  all  book  sales  in  the  country,  and 
few  publishers  can  afford  to  publish  a  book 
when  that  large  a  bite  of  the  sales  is  removed 
at  the  outset. 

In  actual  figures,  the  “poor  sales” 
amounted  to  this:  after  returns  were  in. 
Stars  in  My  Pocket  sold  slightly  over  13,000 
copies  in  hardcover,  making  it  one  of  the 
five  best-selling  hardcover  SF  novels  of  its 
year.  It  is  in  a  second  paperback  printing, 
with  paperback  sales  at  just  under  100,000! 
Needless  to  say,  Walden  and  Dalton  carry 
many  books  (not  to  mention  authors  who 
write  books)  that  sell  substantially  less  well. 
But  both  Stars  and  Delany’s  recent 
Neveryon  books  have  dealt  more  or  less 
directly  with  gay  themes,  including  AIDS, 
gay  prostitution,  and  societies  where 
homosexuality  is  widely  accepted. 

Delany  adds,  “The  point  is  that  they 
don’t  say,  “We’re  not  selling  this  because 
it’s  gay.”  Most  Daltons  even  have  a  section 
of  Gay  Studies.  What  they  say  is,  “We’re 
not  selling  this  because  it  isn’t 
‘commercial.’  ”  The  real  reason  is  because 
the  books  can’t  be  clearly  marked  gay  — 
because  they’re  SF  or  fantasy,  or  some  other 
genre  that  does  not  fit  them  easily  into  the 
Gay  Studies  section,  where  People  Who 
Might  Be  Offended  can  stay  clear;  the  books 
become  dangerous  because  anyone  might 
pick  them  up,  looking  for  an  SF  fantasy 
story,  and  discovering  it  was  gay  instead. 
Which  is  how  they  perceive  the  generic 
distinction.” 

Such  power  to  pre-empt  the  publication 
of  a  book  because  of  gay  content  must  not 
go  unchallenged.  Already  the  effects  can  be 
seen  in  many  authors  backing  off  from  ex¬ 
plicit  gay  content  in  their  “mainstream” 
books.  You  can  easily  express  your  opinion 
of  this  form  of  prior  censorship  by  writing 
to: 

Waldenbooks,  Inc. 

201  High  Ridge  Road 
Stamford,  CT  06904 

B.  Dalton  Bookseller 
1  Corporate  Center 
7505  Metro  Blvd. 

Minneapolis,  MA  55435 

Waldenbooks  also  has  a  SF  magazine  that 
claims  they  want  readers’  opinions: 

Xignals  Letter  Column 
P.O.  Box  10218 
Stamford,  CT  06904 

Happily,  not  all  publishers  can  be  in¬ 
timidated  by  these  two  chains.  The  book  in 
question,  The  Bridge  of  Lost  Desire,  will  be 
published  in  November  1987  by  Arbor 
House.  But  sales  will  certainly  be  far  less 
than  they  might  have  been  had  the  larger 
publishers  been  willing  to  accept  the  book; 
and  Delany’s  other  books  will  still  not  be 
found  in  these  two  markets.  What  gay  writer 
will  be  next? 

Sincerely, 

■  Camilla  Decarnin 

San  Francisco,  CA 

In  prison  it's  still 
black  &  white  men  apart 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  been  fighting  tooth  and  nail  with 
the  administration  for  almost  a  year.  I  let 
them  know  upon  arriving  here  that  I  was 
gay,  and  for  that  was  sent  immediately  to  a 
special  “mental  health”  unit  for  two  years! 
Now  that  I’m  in  general  population  my  pro¬ 
blem  is  that  I  have  met  a  great  guy  and  wish 
to  cell  with  him,  but  they  absolutely  refuse 
to  let  us. 

1  have  written  letters  to  every  gay 
organization,  local  and  national,  I  could 
and  so  far  none  have  helped.  I  am  white  and 
my  lover  is  Black  and  I  feel  that  this  is  the 
only  reason  that  we  are  not  allowed  to  cell 


together.  They  do  cell  gays  together,  but 
they  will  not  cell  Black  and  White  gays 
together. 

Most  organizations,  if  they  respond  at  all, 
only  refer  me  to  others  and  I’m  going  in 
circles.  I’m  the  romantic  type  who  falls  very 
deeply  for  my  partner  and  not  being  able  to 
live  with  him  is  putting  a  lot  of  strain  on  me 
and  affecting  all  areas  of  my  life.  I  have  no 
desire  to  eat,  work  or  even  get  out  of  bed  to 
face  another  day  of  this  nerve  wracking 
game. 

PLEASE,  I  am  begging  out  of  severe 
desperation,  can  someone  out  there  help  in 
some  way? 

Sincerely, 
Danny  R.  Stevens 
_  Box  2500  —  35832 

H  Lincoln,  NE  68502 

AIDS:  prison  lies 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  a  26  year  old  gay  male  serving  time  in 
New  York.  I  have  been  labeled  (lied  about) 
by  a  “correction  officer”  as  having  AIDS 
and  because  of  this  I  have  had  threats  made 
on  my  life  and  been  burned  out  of  my  cell 
and  had  to  sign  myself  into  “protection.”  I 
have  another  4'/i  years  to  serve  and  now 
because  of  this  lie  I  have  to  serve  this  time  in 
isolation. 

I  really  feel  like  just  saying  the  hell  with 
my  life,  but  I  know  that’s  not  the  answer. 

I’ve  taken  steps  here  with  the  inmate 
grievance  program  but  nothing  has  been 
done.  What  else  can  I  do?  If  there  are  other 
prisoners  that  have  had  this  problem  within 
their  prison  or  if  there  is  anyone  in  the  out¬ 
side  world  that  can  advise  me  on  any  legal 
action,  please  write  me.  I  want  to  file  suit, 
not  just  for  myself  but  for  other  prisoners 
that  may  become  the  subject  of  this  type  of 
harassment. 

Thank  you, 
Timothy  Manus 
85A  8326 

_  135  State  St. 

■  Auburn,  NY  13024 

Can  homosexuals  have  hair  on 
our  legs? 

Dear  GCN: 

Let’s  talk  about  gay  prisoners.  If  you  ask 
the  Mormon  warden  here,  ‘Do  you  have  any 
homosexual  men  in  your  prison?’,  he  is  go¬ 
ing  to  tell  you  ‘no’.  He  will  not  let  us  have 
any  Playgirl  mags,  but  he  lets  Playboy  in. 
The  men  in  Playgirl  are  wearing  nice  tight 
shorts,  where  in  Playboy  they  have  fully 
naked  women.  But  the  warden  says  it  feeds 
our  ‘sickness’  [Playgirl]  and  we  can’t  have 
it.  The  staff  here  tear  up  (search)  our  rooms 
more  often  than  the  so-called  normal  men 
here  too. 

We  are  people  too.  If  we  want  a  partner  or 
lover  of  the  same  sex,  that  is  no  sickness.  I 
myself  think  it’s  right  on.  Every  gay  man  or 
woman  is  ‘normal’  because  we  have  to  go 
out  of  our  way  to  get  what  we  want,  not  just 
get  pushed  into  it  like  so  many  straits. 

Myself,  I  don’t  want  to  have  hair  on  my 
legs  or  face,  but  here  if  you  get  caught  shav¬ 
ing  hair  off  your  legs  you  get  sent  to  punish¬ 
ment  [isolation].  There’s  no  law  saying  a 
homosexual  has  to  have  hair  on  his  body. 

Still,  we  gays  here  have  our  little  good 
times,  when  the  time  is  right.  We  get 
together,  talk,  share  and  trust  each  other,  so 
we  can  have  a  little  peace  of  mind. 

I  would  be  most  grateful  if  someone  out 
there  would  write  back  for  a  conversation. 

Thank  you, 
John  Lee  Brooks 
77491-012 
Box  1700  BCS-1 
Phoenix,  AZ  85029 


March  with 
GCN  in  Washington 

Please  come  join  our  staff,  volunteers  and 
board  members  as  we  march  in  D.C..  We 
will  meet  Sunday  October  1 1  at  noon  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  Constitution  and  17th. 
If  you  miss  us  there,  look  for  our  ‘so  queer’ 
banner.  Hope  to  see  you  there! 


By  Mike  Riegle 

A  funny  thing  happened  to  me  on  the 
way  to  the  March.  I  heard  a  couple  of  those 
politically  correct  activist  types  all  pissed 
about  what’s  trying  to  pass  for  ‘justice’ 
these  days  (“ . . . Bork-racism-poll 
tax. . .sexism. . .sodomy  decision. . .anti-gay 
porn  witchhunt. ..non-treatment  of  AIDS 
situation...”),  but  nary  a  word  about  the 
people  already  in  the  caged  care  of  our 
legal/justice  business  (and  it  is  BIG 
business!) 

Well,  I  was  pleased  to  hear  that 
criminal  justice  has  finally  got  the  status  of  a 
“political”  issue  that  deserves  some 
attention  and  organizing  power.  Up  to  now 
domestic  justice  couldn’t  hold  a  candle  in 
the  activist  political  agenda  to,  for  example, 
foreign  policy.  Maybe  our  own  backyard  is 
too  close  to  home. 

“Too  discouraging”  (!) 

“Prisoner  support  and  law  &  order  are 
too  discouraging!”  someone  said  to  me. 
(Isn’t  South  Africa  ‘discouraging’?)  Is  this 
how  we  determine  our  political  priorities? 
My  experience  over  these  last  seven  or  eight 
years  of  prisoner/justice  work,  however,  is 
that  there’s  another  “attitude”  just  beneath 
the  surface.  1  hear,  “Well,  they  must  be  in 
there  for  somethingl”  (Violent,  is  usually 
taken  for  granted.)  Or  some  other  such  self- 
righteous  and  ignorance-ridden  attitude. 
(What  do  you  know  about  how  your 
criminal  justice  business  works?)  Doesn’t  it 
seem  a  bit  odd  that  we  can  be  so  critical  and 
suspicious  of  the  justice  system  when  it 
comes  to  its  affecting  our  lives  out  here,  but 
when  it  comes  to  the  imprisoned  (heavily 
minority,  very  heavily  poor,  pressured  much 
more  severely  than  we  outsiders  with 
‘faggot/dyke’-targeted  violence,...),  then 
we  trust  ‘justice’  —  with  our  lives,  or  rather, 
with  their  (the  prisoners’)  lives. 

The  me- first  ‘revolution’ 

Compared  to  the  organizing  and 
visibility  around  Central  America,  South 
Africa  and  AIDS,  although  of  course  they 
need  yet  more;  the  blacks,  latinos  and 
PWAs  in  our  own  prison  systems  are 
practically  completely  ignored.  Although 
recently,  with  the  mandatory  testing  of 
prisoners  and  immigrants  and  the  possibility 
of  quarantine,  some  activists  are  beginning 
to  notice  that  prisoners' do  exist  and  that 
what’s  being  tried  out  on  them  (as  much  to 
see  what  the  body  politic  will  tolerate  as  to 
perfect  the  various  tests  and  caging  systems) 
may  well  be  extended,  little  by  little,  to  us! 

Why  have  the  traditional  left  and  the 
lesbian/gay  movements  been  so  indifferent 
(and  thus  ignorant)  lately  about  the  politics 
of  “justice”;  leaving  the  business  almost 
completely  to  the  law-and-order  right?  Is  it  a 
matter  of  “First-my-revolution  (or  security, 
whichever  your  bag  is),  -and-//te«-we’ll- 
deal-with-‘your’-problem”?  Does  this 
sound  familiar:  to  women  who  fought  to  get 
off  the  back  burner  in  the  ‘70s,  or  to  blacks 
who  did  the  same  in  the  ’50s  and  ’60s  (and 
earlier,  of  course)?  This  me-first  attitude  is 
part  of  what  underlies  the  respectability- 
bound  lesbian/gay  community’s  response  to 
‘crime’  (which  is  to  say  social  conflict.)  Let 
the  boys  in  blue  take  care  of  it  —  unless  they 
cramp  our  style!  (Who  are  we,  anyway? 
Why  are  we  so  ‘separable’?) 

Discouraging  contradictions 

So  we  find  ourselves  resisting  “justice” 
when  it  steps  on  our  toes  (the  “lesbian/gay 
community”)  but  not  when  it  tramples  on 
the  already  “judged”  and  imprisoned;  and 
complaining  that  it’s  too  discouraging  to  do 
prisoner  support,  but  not  to  do  Central 
America  organizing. 

Let’s  not  be  too  naive.  The  justice 
department  is  only  slightly  worse  now  than 
it’s  been  all  along;  and  it’s  a  shitload  more 
accessible  as  an  arena  of  social  change  than 
the  international  military  juggernaut.  And 
of  course  it’s  discouraging  to  do  prisoner 
support;  practically  nobody’s  doing  it!  It 
takes  more  than  a  few  of  us  crazies  to  shake 
this  botton-line  threat  of  imprisonment  (for 
the  marginal  people  who  get  too  far  off  the 
proper  property/propriety  line  —  the  queer 
queers). 


Not  quite  ‘human’ 

There’s  an  assumption  on  the  part  of 
many,  whether  it’s  conscious  or  not,  that 
prisoners  are  not  really  ‘human’;  much  like 
the  assumption  many  straits  make  about  us 
queers,  or  that  racists  have  always  made 
about  people  of  color.  There  must  be,  else 
how  could  we  imagine  that  the  best  our 
“advanced”  society  can  do  to  deal  with 
social  (mostly,  class)  conflict  is  to  put  the 
“offenders”  in  cages  and  treat  them  like  shit 
for  awhile;  heavily  restricting  access  even  to 
exercise  and  fresh  air,  not  to  speak  of  job 
training  and  some  education,  what  with  all 
that  “free”  time!  Does  anyone  who’s  taken 
the  time  to  find  out  who’s  inside  (and  who’s 
not)  and  what  happens  in  there  think  this  is 
really  the  best  we  can  do?  (Apparently  it  is, 
if  we  can  take  our  ranking  along  with  South 
Africa  and  Russia  as  the  heavies  in  the 
prison  business  as  a  measure.) 


Let  a  hundred  prisoner  projects  bloom 

This  is  not  an  appeal  for  the  “free” 
community  (prisoners  call  it  “minimum 
security”)  to  “help”  prisoners.  It’s  an 
appeal  for  all  of  us  to  work/play  together  in 
this  particular  field  to  learn  something 
about  the  self-righteous  “attitude”  that 
subtly  underlies  many  of  our 
‘cultural’/moral  values. 

All  manner  of  individual  and  group 
“projects”  are  possible  (with  sufficient 
persistence).  The  prison  officials  will  often 
just  say  no;  but  they  lie.  And  they  are 
desperately  afraid  of  outside  and  local 
attention!  Many  prisoners  don’t  have  an 
education  and  want  books  to  study  and  for 
pleasure.  You  could  start  a  little  books-for- 
prisoners  project  for  a  particular  prison  or 
state.  (GCN  can  provide  some  tips  here.)  Or 
if  you  have  a  skill  or  are  willing  to  go  inside 
and  teach,  you’d  be  invaluable.  Of  course, 
the  prisons  don’t  make  access  easy.  But  I’ve 
heard  teachers  say  that  the  most  moving 
teaching  experiences  they  ever  had  were  in 
classes  with  prisoners. 

Lobby  your  local  gay /lesbian  rag  to  give 
some  visibility  to  prisoners,  and  to 
“justice”.  Now’s  a  good  time,  when  justice 
is  such  a  fashionable  issue. 


Continued  on  page  14 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  i2  Berkeley  St, 
Boston,  MA  021 1  A. 
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“Too  Little”  not 
too  soon 

An  important  video  about  AIDS  and  biological  families 


Too  Little,  Too  Late.  Directed  and  produced  by 
Micki  Dickoff.  Fanlight  Productions,  48  minutes. 
Boston  premiere,  Oct.  8,  Harvard  Science  Center, 
8  p.m. 

By  Christopher  Wittke 

oo  Little,  Too  Late  is  a  stunning  new 
documentary  which  examines  the 
struggles  of  families  of  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs).  Produced  and  directed  by 
Boston  filmmaker  Mickr  Dickoff,  Too  Lit¬ 
tle,  Too  Late  could  serve  as  a  support  tool 
for  those  families  coping  with  a  loved  one 
coping  with  AIDS.  It  should  also  be  a  slap 
in  the  face  to  those  families  who  would 
abandon  PWAs. 

Barbara  Peabody,  who  may  be  familiar 
as  the  author  of  The  Screaming  Room  — 
which  detailed  her  son  Peter’s  lengthy  bat¬ 
tle  with  AIDS  —  is  the  pivot  point  around 
which  Too  Little,  Too  Late  revolves.  After 
her  son’s  death,  Peabody  continues  her 
work  as  an  art  therapist  for  PWAs  in  San 
Diego.  She  realizes  many  PWAs  are  dis¬ 
owned  by  their  families,  which  hits  her  as 
the  final  injustice  in  a  very  unjust  epidemic. 

It  hits  Micki  Dickoff  this  way,  too.  She 
shows  us,  through  skillfully  edited  inter¬ 
views  with  PWAs  (as  well  as  some  very  ac¬ 
cepting  and  dedicated  family  members)  just 
how  helpful  it  is  for  the  PWA  not  to  have  to 
deal  with  the  rejection  of  her  or  his  family 
members.  The  relatives  reveal  the  intensity 
of  the  struggle  their  loved  ones  have  en¬ 
dured  —  while  the  PWAs  imagine  the  hell 
life  would  be  without  the  love  of  their 
biological  families.  One  man  laments  that 
his  sister  won’t  speak  to  him  since  he  told 
her  that  he  has  AIDS,  and  he  asks,  “What 
does  ‘family’  mean  anymore?” 

This  is  where  Too  Little,  Too  Late  comes 
up  a  bit  short.  A  quick  cut  to  a  buddy  sup¬ 
port  person  from  a  local  AIDS  organiza¬ 
tion,  or  a  bar  fundraiser,  or  any  other  clip 
showing  our  people  taking  care  of  our  own 
would  have  demonstrated  that  very  often  in 
the  gay  community  “family”  has  taken  on 
an  entirely  different  non-biological  mean¬ 
ing. 

Micki  Dickoff  told  GCN  why  she  made 
the  choice  to  focus  so  heavily  on  biological 
families.  “It’s  a  delicate  balancing  act  to 


AIDS  and  genes 

Continued  from  page  3 

both  [women  and  ministers]  to  dra¬ 
matize  their  anxiety  that  their  culture 
found  them  useless  and  wished  them 
no  good;  it  supplied  them,  moreover, 
with  a  means  of  getting  attention,  of 
obtaining  psychological  and  emo¬ 
tional  power  even  while  apparently 
acknowledging  the  biological  cor¬ 
relatives  of  their  social  and  political 
unimportance.”  The  Feminization  of 
American  Culture  (1977). 

Unfortunately,  some  gay  people  have  seen 
this  loathesome  disease  as  a  means  of  re¬ 
demption,  a  method  of  reconciliation  with 
doctors,  ministers  and  politicians.  Those 
who  think  we  will  be  hated  less  if  we  are 
disabled,  have  sadly  misjudged  the  compas¬ 
sion  of  our  enemies.  The  sentimentalist 
might  embrace  (while  cruising)  women, 
children  and  ministers,  but  they  fear 
touching  sodomites  in  any  form  —  able  or 
disabled. 

Traditionally,  disease  and  death  have 
been  linked  to  human  misdeeds.  A  divine 
he/she/it/they  deliver  out  punishments  and 
accepts  expiatory  sacrifices.  Adam  and  Eve 
supposedly  introduced  death  and  disease  by 
their  alleged  transgression.  Sodom,  Gomor¬ 
rah  and  other  cities  of  the  plain  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  Yehovah.  King  Idomeneus  sacri¬ 
ficed  his  own  son  in  return  for  a  safe  trip 
home  from  Troy  (although  Crete  was  then 
hit  with  a  plague  to  punish  the  king).  In 
Athens  during  the  war  with  Sparta  in  order 
to  stem  the  plague  and  hopefully  win  the 
war,  two  Athenian  male  lovers  sacrificed 
themselves.  Buddha  gave  up  his  worldly  lux¬ 
uries  after  seeing  for  the  first  time  an  old 
man,  a  sick  man,  a  corpse  and  a  beggar.  The 
religious  ideal  generally  holds  that  old  age, 
disease,  death  and  poverty  can  be  voided  by 
human  sacrifice.  Pharmakos,  the  Greek 
word  for  scapegoat  gives  us  the  English 
word  for  pharmacy.  While  crucifixions  and 


avoid  the  whole  ‘gay  disease  issue.’  I  cut 
out  about  seven  minutes  of  Gay  Pride  foot¬ 
age  because  that  would  give  people  an  easy 
pigeonhole.  When  I  approached  funders 
about  doing  a  film  about  families  of  people 
with  AIDS,  they  said,  ‘There’s  too  much  on 
AIDS  already,’  which  is  bullshit.  So  I  mor¬ 
tgaged  my  house  because  I  wanted  to  make 
this  film.  I  wanted  it  to  be  mainstream  but 
to  still  have  that  sense  of  gay  pride.  I  chose 
not  to  make  that  the  primary  focus  because 
I  didn’t  want  to  preach  to  the  converted.” 

Shot  in  six  days  by  a  volunteer  crew 
(“Wonderfully  dedicated,  talented  and 
committed  people,”  Dickoff  said),  Too  Lit¬ 
tle,  Too  Late  is  an  emotional  tour  de  force. 
As  Barbara  Peabody  says  in  the  film, 
“There  is  very  little  support  for  families  of 
AIDS  and  ARC  patients  and  it’s  desperate¬ 
ly  needed.”  She  and  Miriam  Thompson, 
whose  little  girl  has  died  of  AIDS-related 
complications,  are  the  co-founders  of 
Mothers  of  AIDS  Patients  (MAP),  a  group 
created  to  meet  some  of  that  need.  The 
scenes  shot  at  a  MAP  discussion  group 
brim  with  such  real  pain  that  it  is  almost 
unbearable  to  watch.  One  woman  says, 
“When  you  lose  your  parents,  you  lose 
your  past,  but  when  you  lose  your  child, 
you  lose  your  future.” 

Our  community  has  been  dealing  with 
that  sense  of  loss  for  over  six  years  now. 
Too  Little,  Too  Late  could  help  increase 
outside  support.  Dickoff  said,  “A  therapist 
in  San  Francisco  got  ahold  of  the  film  and 
showed  it  to  a  woman  who  was  just  not  able 
to  be  there  for  her  son.  After  seeing  the  film 
she  was  able  to  be  there  for  him.  At  that 
point  I  realized  that  it  was  worth  the  mort¬ 
gage  and  the  struggle  because  if  we  can 
change  a  few  attitudes  then  it’s  great.” 

Released  nationally  by  Fanlight  Produc¬ 
tions,  Too  Little,  Too  Late  is  having  its 
world  premiere  at  Paramount  Pictures  in 
California.  It  will  have  a  New  England 
premiere  October  8,  8  p.m.  at  Harvard 
Science  Center  Hall  “C.”  Public  television 
station  WNET  will  be  airing  it  in  New  York 
City  as  part  of  AIDS  Awareness  Month  on 
October  22.  Call  your  local  public  television 
station  to  request  its  airing  in  your  area.  □ 


public  hangings  have  become  relatively  un¬ 
fashionable,  sexual  abstinence  (either  en¬ 
forced  or  voluntary)  often  replaces  human 
sacrifice.  [To  be  continued.]  □ 

Nashville 

Continued  from  page  2 

arrest  campaign  was  vindictive  and 
pointless.  It’s  a  real  concern  when  there  are 
major  crimes  happening  on  a  daily  basis  in 
this  town  —  we  have  a  skyrocketing  crime 
rate  —  and  suddenly  the  officials  are  spend¬ 
ing  a  lot  of  time  trying  to  curtail  private, 
consensual  sexual  activity,”  Weinberg  said. 

Adams  and  other  Nashville  activists  say 
the  horror  and  aftermath  of  the  park  arrests 
has  led  to  a  major  recharging  of  the  TGLC. 
The  organization  has  existed  since  1977,  but 
suffered  a  lag  period  from  ’84  through  ’87. 
Now  gay  activism  in  Tennessee  is  being 
recognized  on  a  national  level;  the  state  is 
targeted  as  one  of  the  test  spots  in  attemp¬ 
ting  to  overturn  sodomy  statutes  on  a  state- 
by-state  basis. 

The  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force’s  (NGLTF)  Privacy  Project  aims  to 
support  state-level  activists  to  pursue  court 
challenges  and/or  legislative  reform  of 
sodomy  laws.  Sue  Hyde,  director  of  the 
project,  said  Tennessee  came  to  her  atten¬ 
tion  due  to  the  Nashville  park  arrests  as  well 
as  an  ongoing  case  in  east  Tennessee  involv¬ 
ing  two  gay  men  convicted  of  felonies  for 
allegedly  having  sex  in  a  parked  car.  In  that 
case,  according  to  Weinberg  of  the  ACLU, 
the  county  district  attorney  went  on  record 
as  saying  that  homosexual  people  don’t 
have  rights  and  that  their  sexual  activities 
are  illegal. 

Both  Weinberg  and  Hyde  are  encouraged 
by  the  aroused  interest  of  community  ac¬ 
tivists  in  Nashville  and  around  the  state. 
Hyde  visited  Tennessee  in  June  and  will 
return  to  Nashville  on  November  7  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  state-wide  meeting  to  develop 
strategies  to  overturn  the  “crimes  against 
nature”  law.  The  forum,  co-sponsored  by 

Continued  on  back  page 
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REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston’s  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  “The  Brinks 
Job.’’ 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,"  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


as 


538  7037 


I  will  be  closing  the 
Downtown  Cafe 
from  October  9 
through 

October  1  2  to  take 
and  board  my 
employees  in 
Washington  for  the 
“March.” 


It  is  important  that 
Gay  business  goes 
to  Washington!  See 
us  with  our  T-shirts 
at  the  parade. 


Daniel  J.  Holmes, 
owner 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


PM  FENWAY 
-  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  .Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 
by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING 
THE  GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

•  confidential  • 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
fftf*  shop,  can  meet  your  complete 

J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


a 

change 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


Mass  Bay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


You’ve  Lost  Yourself 

when  the  magic  of  love 
becomes  suffocating ...  when 
you  live  only  for  your  partner 
. .  when  you  have  no  need 
for  privacy  and  indepen¬ 
dence...  when  you  forget 
who  you  used  to  be. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

5%  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


ratio, 

right  processing,  and  rite 
convenience  of  10-gram 
serving  packets  It  contains 
Neutral  Lipids.  Phosphatidyl 
Choline  (PC)  and  Phospha¬ 
tidyl  Ethanolamine  (PE) 
in  the  researched  7:2:1 
ratio. 

Ask  for  EggsACT  at  your 
favorite  health  food  store 
today! 


PO  Bo*  2118,  Santa  Cruz.  CA  95063 


To  honor  persons  with 
AIDS  we  have  loved... 

To  support  AIDS  projects* 
helping  those  we  love... 


The  Phoenix  designed 
by  Kenneth  Reseigh 
Waters  reflects  the 
indomitable  spirit  and 
hope  which  has 
sustained  so  many 
persons  with  AIDS 
and  those  who  love 
them.  The  reverse 
side  carries  a  brief 
explanation  of  the 
mythology  of  the 
Phoenix. 


A  contemplative 
young  male, 
representing  the 
human  race,  reflecting 
on  the  loss  of  loved 
ones  and  the 
dangerous  magnitude 
of  the  disease  is 
designed  by  artist 
Leon  Mar  lei  The 
reverse  side  reads 
'For  life,  for  love,  for 
the  human  race  and 
provides  space  for 
engraving. 


Invest  in 

limited  edition.  .  . 

Commemorative 
Medallion  Sets 

These  .999  fine  silver  coins 
weighing  1  Troy  ounce  each 
are  silver  dollar  sized  and 
come  in  a  blue  velvet 
presentation  case. 

$98.50  per  set 

(Colorado  residents  add  $3.45  tax) 


*$26  from  net  proceeds  per  set 
contributed  to  non  profit  Colorado  AIDS 
Project  and  projects  nationwide 


To  order:  Call 
1-800-338-1736 

(in  Colorado  Collect.  303-830  0628) 

or  send  check  or 
credit  card  #  to: 

CI.S.  Medallions 
1550  Park  Avenue 
Suite  200 
Denver,  CO  80218 


please  print 

NAME  _ 

(as  appears  on  credit  card) 

ADDRESS  _ 

CITY.  STATE.  ZIP  _ 

PHONE _ 

MASTERCARDTVISA"  |“I 
AMERICAN  EXPRESS  LL_L_ 

expiration  date _  signature 


Flying  the  (friendly?)  skies 

The  money-making  \ Airplane ’  game  picks  up 
thousands  of  Boston  passengers  and  a  load  of  controversy 


“This  is  the  first  gambling  scheme  /  have 
seen  where  people  in  the  Black,  Left, 
feminist  and  gay  communities  have  made 
money.  It  is  a  community  effort.  We  are  in¬ 
vesting  in  each  other.  ” 

— airplane  player  Sharon 

“I’m  appalled  that  people  are  playing  a 
game  predicated  on  many  others  losing 
money.  If  progressives  lack  the  imagination 
to  come  up  with  responsible  ways  to  deal 
with  our  money,  rather  than  enacting 
change,  we’re  fooling  ourselves  into  com¬ 
placency.  ” 

— gay  writer  Michael  Bronski 


By  Laurie  Sherman 

A  money-making  game  popular  in  a 
number  of  other  cities  is  recruiting 
thousands  of  players  in  Boston’s  les- 
bian/gay  and  progressive  communities. 
One  cannot  enter  a  YWCA  locker  room  or 
a  gay  poetry  reading  these  days  without 
hearing  about  “The  Airplane.”  Is  it  scam 
or  opportunity?  A  leftist  breakthrough  in 
raising  money,  or  capitalism  at  its  worst? 
Should  we  climb  on  board,  or  bail  out? 

GCN  interviewed  a  number  of  local  les- 
bian/gay  activists  involved  in  the  game.  The 
players  quoted  use  pseudonyms,  since  the 
game  is  considered  illegal  and  participants 
have  been  arrested  in  New  York.  Some 
critics  of  “The  Airplane”  chose  to  use 
pseudonyms  as  well. 

What  is  the  Airplane  game? 

Each  airplane  is  comprised  of  15  people: 
one  pilot,  two  co-pilots,  four  flight  attend¬ 
ants,  and  eight  passengers  (see  below). 


Each  passenger  gives  $500  to  the  person 
at  the  top,  who  “pilots  off”  with  $4,000  — 
eight  times  his/her  initial  investment.  In  a 
more  expensive  version  of  the  game,  players 
invest  $1,500  and  pilots  receive  $12,000  — 
$1,500  from  each  of  eight  passengers. 

Everyone  remaining  moves  up  a  notch 
and  the  plane  splits  into  two,  each  with  a 
pilot,  two  co-pilots  and  four  flight  atten¬ 
dants.  Each  plane  then  needs  eight  new 
passengers  to  pay  the  new  pilots  (see 
below).  To  keep  the  plane  moving,  each 
player  is  expected  to  recruit  two  new 
passengers. 
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According  to  organizers,  participants  are 
required  to  attend  or  send  a  representative 
to  two  meetings  a  week,  at  which  they  de¬ 
termine  how  many  new  passengers  have 
been  located,  and  thus  how  quickly  the 
players  advance.  No  money  is  exchanged  at 
the  meetings;  passengers  bring  money  to  the 
homes  of  the  two  co-pilots  who  then  deliver 
it  to  the  pilot. 

How  safe  are  the  skies? 

Some  participants  believe  the  planes  will 
never  “crash,”  although  the  base  of  the 
structure  must  constantly  expand  to  bring 
enough  passengers  to  pay  off  the  pilots., 
They  explain  many  pilots  re-enter  as  new 
passengers  and/or  sponsor  lower-income 
players  —  put  up  the  $500  (or  $1,500)  in  re¬ 
turn  for  a  portion  of  the  eventual  income. 
And  if  the  game  loses  momentum,  two 
planes  can  merge,  with  players  receiving  less 
than  $4,000,  but  not  losing  their  invest¬ 
ment. 

Opponents  —  and  many  players  —  be¬ 
lieve  that  both  common  sense  and  mathe¬ 
matics  demonstrate  the  system  must  crash, 
as  it  did  recently  in  New  York.  The  money 
must  come  from  somewhere,  critics  begin. 


Since  money  is  not  being  generated,  simply 
gathered,  once  there  are  no  more  players  in¬ 
terested  or  able  to  join,  the  system  will 
crash.  Every  dollar  won  by  every  pilot  will 
then  be  lost  by  the  remaining  players,  who 
will  never  pilot  out. 

According  to  one  ex-player  quoted  in  San 
Francisco’s  lesbian/gay  newspaper.  Com¬ 
ing  Up!  (March  1987),  “Simply,  (since 
every  pilot  collects  from  eight  players], 
eight  times  as  many  people  will  lose  as  will 
win... those  who  get  in  early  will  collect, 
and  those  at  the  end  will  not.”  She  explains 
that  each  pilot  who  sponsors  another  player 
or  re-enters  the  game  fills  only  one  of  eight 
spots  created  when  she/he  pilots  out,  per¬ 
haps  slowing  but  not  preventing  a  crash. 

The  emergence  of  a  new  version  of  the 
game  —  “Blast”  —  seems  to  indicate  that 
some  current  participants  fear  a  crash. 
“Fran,”  originally  a  player  on  a  $1,500 
plane,  said  her  group  had  had  difficulty  re¬ 
cruiting  new  passengers.  Fearing  the  loss  of 
their  $1,500  investment,  some  members 
began  another  plane  with  only  three  levels, 
skipping  the  eight  passengers.  In  this  newer 
game,  flight  attendants  put  in  $1,000,  con¬ 
duct  all  the  meetings  by  phone,  and  quickly 
move  up  to  pilot  off  with  $4,000  (four  flight 
attendants  x  $1,000). 

Winning  a  free  ride  or  getting  bumped? 

Players  say  the  game  benefits  them  and 
their  communities  financially,  politically 
and  personally.  “There  is  a  strong  support¬ 
ive  network  involved  in  this  game,”  says 
“Brian.”  “People  tell  me  they  have  gotten 
more  out  of  [the  $1,500  plane]  than  $1,500 
of  therapy.  They  must  work  together  to  fill 
the  empty  spots,  must  trust  each  other  to 
keep  the  game  going,  must  learn  to  take 
risks  and  to  share  concerns  about  money  — 
living  with  a  constant  lack,  or  living  with 
abundance.” 

Participants  add  that  players'  on  most  of 
the  progressive/gay  planes  use  the  money 
for  more  education,  to  give  to  political  and 
non-profit  groups,  and  to  afford  some  of 
the  “basics”  and  comforts  otherwise 
unavailable  to  them.  “Part  of  doing  good 
political  work  is  doing  work  that  is  low- 
paying,”  Brian  laments,  “We  are  tired  of 
being  good  but  being  broke.” 

“Sharon”  says,  “We  are  investing  in  one 
another.  I  grew  up  in  a  poor  Black  ghetto 
neighborhood,  where  people  pooled  money 
all  the  time.  I  have  no  problem  with  sharing 
money.”  She  explains  that  the  activists  are 
not  in  the  game  to  “get  their  money  and 
split.  Winners  often  return  a  portion  of  the 
money  if  a  plane  is  floundering  or  if  people 
need  their  money  back.” 

Faced  wih  the  question  of  many  people 
eventually  losing  money,  “Sharon”  asserts 
that  “we  are  losing  all  the  time  in  this 
system.  What  should  I  do  with  my  money 
—  put  $500  in  the  bank  for  a  year  and  get  8 
percent  interest  —  $40  —  while  the  banks 
invest  it  and  make  millions?  Would  the  Air¬ 
plane  critics  rather  I  pay  it  in  taxes  to  the 
government  to  build  up  the  military?” 

Another  player,  “Hannah,”  adds  that 
unlike  trying  to  make  money  through  the 
state  lottery  or  in  casinos,  dollars  gambled 
in  the  Airplane  go  “to  people  to  pay  off 
bills,  to  work  I  support:  gay  groups  and 
Black  peace  and  justice  groups.” 

Players  who  have  left  the  game  and  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  chosen  not  to  enter  believe 
claims  of  personal  growth  and  community 
building  provide  justification  for  making 
money  at  others’  expense.  “If  people  want 
to  deal  with  complex  class  and  money  and 
trust  issues,  they  can  join  a  support 
group,”  “Rebecca”  insists.  “In  fact,”  she 
continues,  “to  try  to  work  through  mon¬ 
ey/guilt/abundance  issues  within  a  struc¬ 
ture  that  depends  on  ripping  people  off 
seems  counterintuitive  and  hypocritical.” 

“What  does  this  game  mean  about  the 
state  of  progressive  politics?”  asks  Tim 
Wise  of  Dollars  and  Sense,  a  leftist 
economics  journal  in  Boston.  “This  is  the 
worst  of  New  Age  philosophy  at  work,  an 
individual  focus  on  liberation  and  freedom, 
as  if  thinking  that  ‘we  all  felt  good  doing  it 
and  it  brought  us  closer’  justifies  an  activity 
in  and  of  itself.” 

“This  is  not  the  same  as  folks  pooling 
money  in  ethnic  communities,”  asserts 
“Janet.”  “I  have  a  friend  who  is  from 
Trinidad  and  since  there  were  no  banks 
there,  her  family  joined  with  ten  others  to 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Talking  to  Charlie 

The  cafeteria:  women,  and  alone,  an  eighteen-year-oid 
boy  eating  breakfast,  diffident  mouth,  scant  food:  school. 

I  do  not  have  to  sit  with  him.  His  looks  don’t  suggest 
my  oldest:  no  more  than  the  boy  was  my  youngest 
I  passed  on  F  Street,  except  the  going  somewhere  alone 
look. 

Again  tears  whirr  a  strange  child  into  a  home 
movie:  The  three  of  us,  faces  bright  as  early  suns,  grinning 
undisturbed  on  the  creek’s  green  surface,  summer:  we  wade  in. 

I  eat  my  flat  fried  egg:  cynical  eye,  yellow  crocus 
in  the  snow  outside,  speaking  mouth.  He  opens 
his  mouth.  The  words  will  be:  Hate  men,  don’t  you? 

I’d  read  out  loud  a  poem:  men,  rape,  the  screw¬ 
driver,  the  woman’s  eyes. 

His  face  convulses  red, 
muscles  of  his  mouth  struggle  to  push  words  fleshed 
out,  a  new  thing,  onto  the  table  between  us.  I  gave 
him  something.  He  is  giving  me  back  a  bloody  live 
making  of  his  own. 

He  says:  The  righteous  anger  of 
women ,  the  times  I  hate  myself  as  a  man.  Not 
to  be.  1  get  lonely. 

His  face,  me  staring  at 
my  white  face,  the  face  I  haven’t  known, 
the  blank,  the  bone-dead  look  cracking:  marrow. 

His  face,  my  sons’  look  at  me:  At  the  creek  I  separate 
them  from  water,  grasp  of  sand,  sprouted  eyes  of  seed 
up  from  watermelon,  split  buried  belly,  red, 

because  four  shadow  men  arrive  in  the  slipping  light, 
gauge  with  eyes  how  close  we  are  to  dark,  nod  politely 

as  we  leave:  as  I  rage,  my  oldest  saying:  If  you  hate 
them:  men:  you  hate  us.  My  voice  answers:  rape , 
history,  the  grasp  of  danger.  My  voice  splits,  frantic 
in  the  tiny  car,  classroom.  Their  faces  blank. 

At  the  table  Charlie  waits  for  me  to  answer.  No  shadow 
faces  float  on  the  dull  formica.  I  get  lonely, 

I  say.  Will  you  keep  on  until  you  talk  to  my  sons? 


The  First  Question 

The  first  question  is:  What  do  your  children 
think  of  you}  No  interest  in  the  kudzu-green 
burial  of  the  first  house  I  lived  in, 

nor  in  the  whiskey,  the  heat,  or  the  people  sweating 
in  church  under  huge  rotate  hands  in  the  ceiling. 

The  question  is  never  the  Selma  march,  and  me 

breathing  within  thirty  miles,  or  the  sequence 
of  Dante,  five  poems,  a  husband,  two  children, 
no  poems,  pregnancy  and  the  concept  of  women’s 

liberation,  or  how  the  rain  was  slick  and  warm 
on  my  mouth  on  her  mouth,  or  why  poetry  returned. 
And,  yes,  1  give  a  different  life’s  version 

each  time,  but  no  matter  what  panorama  veers 
and  recedes  to  the  blackboard,  white  wall,  behind  me, 
someone  chooses  my  two  boys  to  face  me, 

accusers,  opponents,  judges?  Then  I  tell  a  joke 
and  never  tell  of  the  long  night,  choked 
on  my  own  question,  when  I  lay  by  the  oldest, 

his  sleeping  hand  in  my  hand,  asking:  what  are  we 
to  each  other?  And  never  tell  anyone,  only  we 
remember,  the  long  drive  home,  live  heat 

changed  at  midnight  speed  to  wind, 
our  mouths  singing,  drinking  the  humid 
cool  breath  of  trees,  and  yelling  swift 

blackness  to  come  home  with  us,  reckless 
in  the  deep  night,  carrying  everything  with  us, 
all  life  and  even  death  without  a  pause  before  us, 

the  sudden  red-eyed  possum,  live  eyes 
dead,  impossible  but  gone,  our  cries, 
grief,  and  them  questioning  me,  miles, 

or  perhaps  this  happened  after  the  curve 
we  hurtled  and  the  moon  huger  than  a  world 
directly  in  the  road,  moved  our  moves, 

low  orange  eye,  high  hot-white  when  we  got  home. 
They  were  nine  and  ten,  one  moment 
out  of  years,  except  years  after,  the  oldest 

takes  me  up  the  stairs  to  show 
his  first  painting,  acrylic  oil  blue- 
black  edging  sky  barely  around  a  moon, 

enormous,  memory,  child  mother  moon,  orange  moon 


Down  the  Little  Cahaba 

Soundless  sun,  the  creek,  the  river  —  in  August 
we  float  down  the  Little  Cahaba,  the  three  of  us, 
rubber  inner  tubes,  big  as  trucks,  hot  laps 
to  carry  us  through  the  rapids. 

For  stretches 

no  more  movement  than  a  lake:  the  boys  stand  and  w*l 
faster  than  the  current. 

I  am  caught  in  the  river: 
silence,  cicadas  pulse  and  fade.  I  am  warm 
in  the  sun,  a  rock  in  the  water. 

The  boys 

move,  waves  that  cross  me,  motion 

in  another  dimension,  like  the  bridge  over  the  river, 

the  truck  on  it,  a  chain  saw  cutting 

across  the  grain  of  wood, 

the  way  each  did 

at  his  birth,  the  pain  against  my  body, 
stomach  become  tree,  rock,  dissolve,  harden 
again. 

We  are  caught  in  the  river  together: 
the  current  half  a  mile  in  five  hours,  so  slow 
we  hear  the  rapids  moving  upstream  toward  us, 
the  whispers  coming,  louder, 

then  the  river  bends, 

the  standing  water  at  the  lip,  hover,  hover, 
the  moment  before  orgasm,  before  the  head  emerges, 
then  over  suddenly,  and  sound  rushing 
back  from  my  ears. 

The  youngest  caught  in  the  rapid 
half-grown,  he  hasn’t  lived  with  me  in  years, 
yet  his  head  submerged  at  a  scrape  of  rock  pushes 
pain  through  me,  a  streak  inside  my  thighs, 
vagina  to  knee. 

Swept  to  the  outside  curve, 
they  climb  upstream  to  plunge  through  again. 

I  stand  at  the  mud  bank  to  pick  up 

shells,  river  mussels  with  iridescent  inner  skin, 

with  riverine  scars  from  once  close  flesh. 

Years  back,  at  the  beach,  with  piles  of  shells 
in  our  laps,  with  the  first  final  separation  on  us, 
one  asks:  How  do  we  know  you  won't  forget  us? 

I  told  them  how  they  had  moved  in  my  womb:  each 
distinct,  the  impatient  older,  the  steady  younger. 

I  said:  I  can  never  forget  you:  you  moved  inside  me. 

I  meant:  The  sound  of  your  blood  crossed  into  mine. 


Seven  Times  Going,  Seven  Coming  Back 

I  said  I  would  not  be  a  tragedy. 

I  said  to  myself:  Life,  life, 

life,  as  if  keeping  time  with  my  feet, 
as  if  marching.  Sometimes  I  heard:  Stupid, 

stupid ,  days  when  every  thought  was  a  blow 
to  my  heart,  though  not  a  mark  on  me, 

not  a  sign  of  what  had  left  me  stumbling 
in  the  streets,  mumbling  like  a  shell-shocked 

woman  in  a  photograph  of  war,  dead  baby 
in  her  shawl,  the  crumpled  ruined  walls. 

You  think:  melodrama.  How  serious  is 
the  fate  of  one  woman  standing  dazed, 

alone  by  a  wire  fence,  staring  at  red 
camellias,  thinking  of  her  children  carried 

away  by  their  father  as  if  captured, 
as  if  to  another  country.  No  one  said 

tragedy .  No  one  else  saw.  No  one 
tracked  me  with  a  helicopter  to  take  pictures 

as  I  drove  over  the  grey  smoke  mountains, 
crossed  the  Pigeon  River  seven 

times  going,  seven  coming  back. 

Ice  latticed  the  wall  of  rock, 

ice  cleaved  the  rock,  water  cleft, 
tears  runneled.  I  saw  my  children,  I  left. 

I  heard  below  low  talk,  split  rocks 

in  the  river,  how  they  had  lasted,  rounded 

granite  grinding  as  clouds  split  on  the  moon, 
the  night.  No  one  heard  me,  keening 

my  children.  In  tragedy  you  don’t  know 
why,  but  1  knew  the  father,  and  the  law 

over  me.  To  be  closed,  alone, 

in  an  underground  room,  or  cave,  the  opening 

a  blur  of  sun.  To  watch  as  shadow  hands 
lay  stone,  to  watch  the  light  vanish 

ark  rock  by  rock.  The  woman  who  defied 
the  state,  who  also  said:  1  choose  death. 

Outlandish,  ignoble,  I  sat  with  thin  wine 
longdistance  talking  to  the  boys  on  the  phone. 


each  in  the  house  where  law  sealed  us. 

Did  they  believe  I  had  failed  them? 

The  place  lost  and  gone,  and  miles  away 
a  child  crying  I  could  not  see. 

Years  after  we  travel  to  the  beach,  a  lover 
and  me,  my  sons  and  hers,  all  alive, 

rush  down  to  watch  the  brown  pelicans 
in  V’s,  supple,  more  ancient  than  planes, 

fly  in  the  early  new  sun,  stately 

over  waves  we  run  into  with  rejoicing  feet, 

the  five  of  us,  mothers  and  sons. 

The  waves  cold  between  barricades  of  stone. 

What  is  tragedy?  To  believe  I  deserved 
judgments  implacable  as  gods  on  my  heart. 

Buried  alive  in  my  body,  room  of  shame: 
for  this  I  failed  them,  for  this  I  lost  them, 

my  body  as  the  place  of  loss.  The  effort 
to  say  yes,  to  know  the  inner 

bend  of  my  arm  around  my  lover’s  breast 
and  feel  my  child’s  weight  and  still  ask 

her  to  return  to  my  arms,  though  the  loved 
born  of  me  were  taken,  to  ask  as  if  alive. 

The  effort  to  say:  If  taken  beyond  my  hands, 
almost  as  if  dead,  not  by  me.  I  will  have  my  own. 

A  darkened  room.  Color  film  stutters 
on  the  screen.  We  watch  a  crowd  falter 

and  surge  at  Crossroads,  demanding  water. 

A  Black  woman  tells  of  her  children.  We  hear 

the  parched  land,  the  deaths,  the  miles. 

She  sits  locked  in  barracks,  steel, 

not  prison,  off-hours  from  a  company  job. 

No  children  allowed,  just  hot-plates,  cots. 

A  friend  brings  the  children  to  her.  At  the  gate 
no  one  in  or  out.  Guards  see  to  that. 

She  reaches  her  hands  to  them  through  the  fence, 
through  an  iron  grill,  to  the  heads  of  her  children. 

In  the  dark  I  pray  to  somebody  (is  it  myself?) 
who  will  not  divide  self  from  self,  self  from  life. 


The  Child  Taken  from  the  Mother 

I  could  do  nothing:  nothing.  Do  you 
understand?  Women  ask:  Why  didn't  you  — ? 
like  they  do  of  women  who've  been  raped. 

And  I  ask  myself:  Why  didn’t  I?  Why 
didn’t  I  run  away  with  them?  Or  face 
him  in  court?  Or— 

ten  years  ago  I 

answered  myself:  No  way  for  children  to  live. 

Or:  The  chance  of  absolute  loss.  Or: 

I  did  the  best  I  could.  It  was  not 
enough.  It  was  about  terror  and  power. 

I  did  everything  I  could:  not  enough. 

This  is  not  the  voice  of  the  guilty  mother. 

Clumsy  with  anger  even  now,  it  is  a  voice 

from  the  woman  shoved  outside,  one  night,  as  words 

clack  into  place  like  bricks,  poker  chips. 

Like  the  lawyer:  It's  a  card  game.  You  were  too 
candid.  They  know  what's  in  your  hand. 

I  look  down.  My  hands  dangle  open  and  empty 
in  the  harsh  yellow  light.  Strange  men, 
familiar,  laugh  and  curse  in  the  kitchen,  whisky, 
bending  over  cards.  Or  is  it  something  held  down  * 
on  the  table?  Someone  says:  Bull  Dog  Bend. 

Someone  says:  The  place  of  the  father  in  the  home.  \ 

My  mother’s  voice:  Those  women  have  never  held 
a  little  baby  in  their  arms.  In  the  old  window, 
a  shadow.  Two  hands,  brick  and  mortar,  seal 
the  house,  my  children  somewhere  inside.  The  youngest 
has  lost  his  baby  fat,  navel  flattened,  last 
of  my  stomach’s  nourishing.  « 

You  say:  Do  something 
You  say:  Why  is  this  happening? 

My  body.  My  womb 

My  body  of  a  woman,  a  mother,  a  lesbian. 

And  herp, 

perhaps,  you  say:  That  last  word  doesn't  belong. 


The 

child 

taken 

from 

the 

mother 


Poetry  by 
Minnie  Bruce  Pratt 


Woman,  mother:  those  can  stay.  Lesbian:  no. 

Put  that  outside  the  place  of  the  poem.  Too 
slangy,  prosy,  obvious,  just  doesn’t  belong. 

Why  don 't  you:  Why  didn  ’t  you:  Can  V  you 
say  it  some  other  way  ? 

The  beautiful  place 

we  stood  arguing,  after  the  movie,  under  blue-white 
fluorescence:  two  middle-aged  women  in  jeans, 
two  grown  boys,  the  lanky  one,  the  tactful  one, 
bundled  in  a  pause  before  cold  outside,  to  argue 
the  significances:  bloody  birth,  the  man  cursing 
a  woman  in  the  kitchen,  dirt,  prayer,  the  place 
of  the  father,  the  master,  the  beatings,  black  and 
white,  home  lost,  continents,  two  women 
lovers  glimpsed,  the  child  taken  from  the  mother 
who  returns. 

No  one  says:  This  is  about  us.  But 
in  the  narrow  corridor,  stark  cement  block  walls, 
we  become  huge,  holding  up  the  harsh  images, 
the  four  of  us  loud,  familiar. 

Other  movie¬ 
goers  squeeze  past,  light  their  cigarettes, 
glance,  do  not  say  even  to  themselves:  Children 
and  women,  lovers,  mothers,  lesbians.  Yes. 


was  born  in  1946  in  Selma,  Alabama, 
into  a  white,  middle-class  family.  1  came 
out  as  a  lesbian  in  1975  when  1  had  been 
married  for  nine  years  and  had  two  small 
boys  who  were  seven  and  five.  As  soon  as  1 
moved  out  of  the  house,  with  the 
understanding  my  husband  and  I  would 
share  custody,  he  began  to  struggle  to  con¬ 
trol  my  relationship  with  the  children.  1  lost 
legal  custody  within  a  year. 

Although  my  oldest  child  asked  me 
directly  if  I  were  “in  love”  as  soon  as  1 
began  my  relationship  with  my  first  woman 
lover — and  I  answered  “yes” — I  did  not  ex¬ 
plicitly  come  out  to  them  using  the  word 
lesbian  until  they  were  12  and  10.  1  was 
afraid  that  their  father  would  use  such  a 
conversation  to  keep  me  from  seeing  them 
at  all. 

I  had  been  granted  visiting  rights  far 
more  restrictive  than  those  granted  to 
divorced  fathers.  One  stipulation  was  that  1 
not  have  the  children  in  my  own  house 
unless  1  was  living  alone;  another  was  that  I 
not  take  them  out  of  the  state  unless  to  see 
my  mother  or  one  of  my  aunts.  As  the  years 
passed,  and  their  father  tired  of  the  almost 
year-round  care  of  the  children,  1  pushed 
against  the  restrictions.  Eventually  they 
began  to  visit  me  at  home  and  to  see  me 
with  my  lover. 

My  sons  are  now  19  and  17  and  are  my 
friends.  We  have  talked  often  about 
feminism  and  lesbian  existence,  in  theory 
and  in  my  life.  They  seem  intrigued  and 
delighted  at  times  by  how  I  live;  I’m  not  as 
clear  about  their  doubts  or  hesitations.  I  do 
think  they  derive  hope  and  imagination  for 
the  future  from  my  life. 

My  sons  have  read  these  poems  to  them, 
which  are  part  of  a  longer  series.  In  fact, 
they  have  read  most  of  my  published  work, 
including  my  book  of  love  poems,  We  Say 
We  Love  Each  Other.  They  even  helped  in 
the  production  of  my  first  book  of  poems, 
The  Sound  of  One  Fork. 

As  a  lesbian  my  struggle  for  my  children 
radicalized  me  in  a  way  that  my  feminsim  had 
not.  I’ve  written  of  this  in  my  essay  “Identi¬ 
ty:  Skin  Blood  Heart”  from  Yours  in  Strug¬ 
gle:  Three  Perspectives  on  Anti-Semitism 
and  Racism  with  Elly  Bulkin  and  Barbara 
Smith: 


I  learned,  finally:  I  stepped  outside 
the  circle  of  protection.  I  said,  “My 
body,  my  womb,  and  the  children  of 
my  womb  are  not  yours  to  use.”  And 
I  was  judged  with  finality.  Without 
my  climbing  the  steps  to  the  stale  rec¬ 
tangular  courtrooms  of  Cumberland 
County,  I  was  given  a  judgment: 
without  facing  the  judge,  since  my 
lawyer  feared  that  “calling  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  court”  to  my  lesbian  iden¬ 
tity  would  mean  that  I  would  never 
see  my  children  again.  I  was  dirty, 
polluted,  unholy.  I  was  not  to  have  a 
home  with  my  children  again  ...  In 
my  grief,  and  in  my  ignorance  of  the 
past  of  others,  I  felt  that  no  one  had 
sustained  such  a  loss  before.  And  I 
did  not  yet  understand  that  to  come 
to  a  place  of  greater  liberation,  I  had 
to  risk  old  safeties.  Instead  I  felt  that 
I  had  no  place,  that,  as  I  moved 
through  my  days,  I  was  falling 

through  space _ I  became  obsessed 

with  justice:  the  shell  of  my  privilege 
was  broken,  the  shell  that  had  given 
me  a  shape  in  the  world,  held  me 
apart  from  the  world,  protected  me 
from  the  world.  I  was  astonished  at 
the  pain:  the  extent  of  my  surprise 
revealed  to  me  the  degree  of  my  pro¬ 
tection  ...  1  became  determined  to 
break  the  powers  of  the  world:  they 
would  change,  the  powers  that  would 
keep  me  from  touching  my  children 
because  I  touched  another  woman  in 
love. 


“ The  Child  Taken  From  the  Mother” 
reprinted  from  Politics  of  the  Heart:  A  Les¬ 
bian  Parenting  Anthology,  edited  by  Sandra 
Pollack  and  Jeanne  Vaughn.  Minnie  Bruce 
Pratt’s  book  of  poetry  We  Say  We  Love 
Each  Other  is  available  from  Spin¬ 
sters/Aunt  Lute  publishing  house. 

All  poems  copyright  1987,  Minnie  Bruce 
Pratt. 
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Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


AcruAU-y,  Ar-m£  moment 
I'M  KIND  OF  FRUSTRATED  I 
HAP  THIS  Ript  UN£p  UP  FOR 
m  MARCH  oH  WASHINGTON 

and  it  Just  feu.  through. 
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A  PATE  ?  Wen.,  i  /a£AaJ,  ale  i  Did  WAj 
offer,  her  a  ripe  i  hope  she  doesn't 

TH/Hk  I  'M  TUST  LOOKING  fdR.  A  DATE  .' 
IK As) ,  DlDTA  THINK  I  WAS  TOO 
HEAVyHAHPEP  7  Dip  I  SOUND  like 


Skies 
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share  money.  Each  week  ten  families  paid 
ten  dollars  to  the  eleventh  —  so  once  every 
two-and-a-half  months,  your  family  got 
one  hundred  dollars  to  spend  on  food,  etc. 
That  is  a  circle;  it  doesn’t  expand  and  every¬ 
one  puts  in  and  takes  out  the  same  amount. 
No  one  loses.” 

Critics  of  the  game  claim  this  risk  of  los¬ 
ing  is  not  emphasized  to  prospective 
players;  desperation  for  money  may  out¬ 
weigh  consideration  of  risk  for  poor,  work¬ 
ing  class  or  even  moderate  income  players. 
‘‘My  friends  trying  to  draw  me  into  the 
game  insisted  the  risk  was  really  minimal, 
since  we  would  all  help  each  other  to  find 
new  players,”  said  ‘‘Rebecca.”  “I  used  to 
teach  Math  and  yet  at  first  1  really  thought 
we  only  needed  fifteen  players  to  fill  a 
plane;  it  took  me  a  while  to  sit  down  and 
draw  it  out  and  realize  that  in  fact  we’d 
need  to  gather  1 12  new  players  for  all  eight 
passengers  on  my  level  to  pilot  out.  And  the 
sixty-four  players  who  would  pay  us  eight 
passengers  will  need  a  total  of  896  pass¬ 
engers  to  enter  before  they  pilot  out.” 

“Sharon”  believes  that  players  do  com¬ 
prehend  the  risks.  In  her  plane,  passengers 
discuss  the  risks  in  depth  and  “as  many  as 
twenty  people  have  come  to  meetings  and 
decided  not  to  play.  I  think  it  is  condescen¬ 
ding  to  think  that  people  cannot  make  a 
reasonable  choice.  I  knew  the  risks  and  I 
chose  to  get  on  a  plane  where  I  respected 
the  person  at  the  top.  I  knew  if  the  plane 
crashed,  I  would  feel  good  about  where  my 
money  went  and  I  would  not  feel  ripped 
off.” 

Critics  believe  there  is  a  contradiction  in 
this  thinking.  On  the  one  hand,  players 
state  the  game  gives  opportunity  to  those 
with  least  access  to  money  —  women,  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  and  working-class  people.  Yet 
opponents  argue  these  are  the  very  people 
who  can  least  afford  to  lose. 

On  the  horizon: 

political  implications  of  the  game 

While  many  players  interviewed  consider 
themselves  concerned  about  class  issues,  op¬ 
ponents  claim  the  game  actually  replicates 
the  U.S.  economic  system. 

“It’s  pretty  basic,”  activist  Pam  Chamb¬ 
erlain  says,  “The  game  takes  money  from 


the  many  and  gives  it  to  the  few  —  whether 
they  call  it  the  Circle  of  Gold,  as  in  the  six¬ 
ties,  or  the  Infinity  Game,  as  in  California, 
or  an  Airplane.  It  is  a  pyramid.”  Activist 
Louise  Rice  agrees:  “The  game  convenient¬ 
ly  uses  the  rhetoric  of  whatever  community 
it  hits.  In  the  New  Age  community  it’s 
about  personal  growth;  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  it’s  about  building  our  own  power, 
not  relying  on  white  people  and  white 
money.  These  scams  pop  up  every  few 
years.  We  need  a  sense  of  history  in  our 
communities.” 

Players  insist  the  cooperation  and  care 
between  them  makes  this  game  different 
from  other  pyramids.  Critic  Bronski  re¬ 
sponds  that  “capitalism  is  filled  with  ways 
to  help  people  out.  There’s  a  lot  of 
benevolence:  cheap  loans  for  new  busi¬ 
nesses,  tax  breaks,  etc.  These  things  don’t 
make  the  system  okay,  they  just  allow  some 
people  to  get  ahead ....  A  system  can  be 
fucked  as  a  whole,  while  some  pieces  of  it 
are  okay  and  work.” 

Activist  Pam  Mitchell  and  other  critics 
have  calculated  that  up  to  $2,000,000  has 
been  invested  in  the  Airplane  game  thus  far 
in  Boston.  Imagine,  they  ask,  what  we 
could  do  if  players  were  willing  to  scrape 
together  that  money  for  community  or¬ 
ganizations,  rather  than  for  a  get-rich- 
quick  scheme  in  which  many  will  lose  the 
money  to  others?  □ 


Amtrak 

Continued  from  page  I 

you  don’t  have  a  contract.” 

“This  is  not  a  new  situation  with 
Amtrak,”  charged  Hoffman  at  the  Boston 
rally.  She  said  Amtrak  attempted  to  back 
out  on  an  agreement  to  provide  a  train  for 
the  April  1987  March  on  Washington  in  sol¬ 
idarity  with  liberation  struggles  in  Central 
America  and  Southern  Africa.  “Two  weeks 
[before  the  rally],  having  negotiated  with 
Amtrak  over  a  seven-month  period,  with 
weekly  meetings  discussing  the  number  of 
people  who  would  be  riding,  we  were  in¬ 
formed  they  didn’t  have  the  cars  for  us. 
They  said  to  us  it  wasn’t  a  matter  of  politics, 
it  was  simply  a  matter  of  supply. . ..  Ten 
days  before  we  were  to  leave  for 
Washington  after  enormous  pressure  was 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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We 

'Highlands  'Inn 

P-O.  Box  118G 
Valley  View  Lane 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi  &  Grace 
(603)  869-3978 


J 

L. 


"4-, 

•  «. 


New  England' 
Best  Gay  Inn 


s  Biggest  and 

SEE  OUR  CLASSIFIED  AD 


We  are  your  lifestyle...Come  travel  with  us! 


Management,  Ina 

Not  the  biggest, 


just  the  best. 


San  Francisco  $258  RT  Miami  $178RT 

LA  $228  RT  Denver  $228  RT 


$100  RT  Airfare  for  March  on  Washington 
Call  Rob,  Michael  or  Peter  •  424-1908 

25  Huntington  Ave.  •  Suite  505  •  Open  Mon  -  Fri  9-5,  Sat,  10-2 


WOMENCRAFTS 

Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts 
By  and  For  Women 

Jewelry  •  Books  •  Records  • 
Clothing  •  and  much  more 

373  Commercial  St.  Box  190 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-2501 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  .(area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 

notes  &  women’s  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  selt-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 
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AH  tickets  $1:60  more  day  of  show. 


4 
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41-101 

ConcertLine 
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7Tx:  BEXKCEB  #  STK*kJ8E8*te.  S  •  OUT  OF  TOWN 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


Innkeepers  Manager 

Vince  TuteU  David  Harris 

Michael  Ferry 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND  H 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 


H 

Your  Hosts 
Martin  Bettencourt 

Dennis  Balog 

X 


(617)  487-1319 


9  Court  Street  |  P.O.  Box  483 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


5  STANDISH  ST.,  PROVINCETOWN,  MA  02657 


(617)  487-9005 


j 


Small  —  Personalized  — 
Friendly  —  AND  we’re 
WOMEN-ONLY! 


Gourmet  vegetarian  cuisine, 
horseback  riding,  gorgeous  Fall 
foliage. 

RFD  Box  2260 

East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 

(802)  533-7772 

OPEN  YEAR  ’ROUND! 


cBlueberry^  Cove 

(Alternative  vacation  camp 


WORKSHOPS 


For  Brochure,  write : 

Blueberry  Cove 

HCR35  Box  520  Tenants  Harbor 
Maine  04860 


WO«-(EH1M||KEEpERS 

178  Bradford  Street  ..  El 

Provincetown.  Mux  02867  -A, 

flSPflSlfl>»  ffi) 

487-2511 

31  Pearl  St.  /  Provincetown 

02657 

Open  Yeai 
Round 

.  cttcr’ic  INN 

{617!  487-9029 

^  25  Winthrop  Street 

r  Provincetown,  MA  02657 

Guest  Rooms  &  Apartments 

I  He  Open 

DltSb/  All  Year 

~  /liller  Inru^ 

82  Bradford  St. 

(61 7)  487-2213  Provincetown,  MA 

WTNDAMAR  ^9 

V  HOUSE 

617-487-0599  ** 

568  Commercial  Street 

^  Slreel 

617-487-2283  Provincetown,  MA 

Lady  Jane’s  Inn 

Private  baths  -  Parking 

617-487-3387 

7  Central  St.  Provincetown,  MA 

jt  3Rat)fntooob 

Guest  Rooms  &  Apartments 

V  1617)487-3203 

11)2  (  omini  n  i.il  Sired  I’rovincclowi).  MA 

A  place  for  those  0pen  All  Year 
special  affairs  r 

Gabriels 

v-/‘ — - '  Year  Round 

Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
y  Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 

In  the  Center  of  Town 

(617)  487-3232 
-  -'■*7  -v  nt  104  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown.  MA  02657 

Holiday  Shores 

cMotel 

-A  SEASON:  (617)  487-9175 
Ifc^a  P.O.  BOX  614 

RTE.  6A  BEACHPOINT 
PROVINCETOWN,  MA  02657 

Women-!  )\vned  &  Operated 

GUESTHOUSE 

i  1H  IViirl  Slrccl  — lim  j; 

1  ^/rS|  1  CjC  1  l‘r»vlint  l.mu.  Mass  112057 

'  1  6I7-4K7-2SU* 

1  iiw  dining  /w> rnmnetritaf  sr 

&:  lodging  4H7-1443 

We  must  be  seeing  things 

The  affirming  lesbian  movie  you've  been  craving 


She  Must  Be  Seeing  Things.  Written,  produced 
and  directed  bv  Sheila  McLaughlin.  With  Sheila 
Dabney,  Lois  Weaver,  Kyle  DeCamp  and  John  Erd- 
man.  At  the  Brattle  Theater  in  Cambridge  Tuesday, 
October  13,  8.00  p.m. 

By  Ann  Fry 

esbians  almost  never  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  a  movie  that  offers  us  af¬ 
firmation.  Sheila  McLaughlin’s  new 
work,  She  Must  Be  Seeing  Things  is  happily 
just  such  a  film.  Independently  made  and 
distributed,  the  movie  unfortunately  will 
play  only  one  night  in  the  Boston-area, 
Tuesday  October  13th  at  Cambridge’s  Brat¬ 
tle  Theater. 

She  Must  Be  Seeing  Things  is 
McLaughlin’s  first  solo  effort  directing  and 
producing  a  feature  film  (she  co-directed 
and  -produced  Committed  in  1984  with 
Lynne  Tillman),  and  its  rough-around-the- 
edges  quality  gives  it  a  realism  that  is  not 
apparent  in  most  mainstream  films.  The 
film  deals  closely  with  the  emotional 
complexities  of  the  relationship  between 
lovers  Jo  and  Agatha.  Jo  (Lois  Weaver)  is 
an  independent  filmmaker,  a  free  spirit 
scrounging  funds  for  her  latest  project. 
While  she  is  away  one  weekend,  Agatha 
(Sheila  Dabney),  a  much  more  earthbound 
type,  comes  across  an  old  journal  of  Jo’s 
from  her  heterosexual  days.  The  journal 
chronicles  all  of  Jo’s  past  sexual  experiences 
and  is  replete  with  polaroids  of  each 
gentleman  in  question.  Not  one  to  obsess 
under  regular  circumstances,  Agatha  be¬ 
comes  fascinated  beyond  the  point  of 

Art  lovers 
take  note 

Wayne  Fuerst  and 
Tom  Chesley  display  work 

By  Tom  Grabosky 

ocal  gay  art  lovers  should  keep  their 
eyes  open  for  future  exhibits  of  Tom 
Chesley  and  Wayne  Fuerst,  both  of 
whose  work  was  recently  on  display  in 
Boston  galleries. 

“Echo,”  a  romantic  oil  by  Chesley,  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  inaugural  exhibit  of  the  Akin 
Gallery,  476  Columbus  Avenue  in  the 


distraction  by  the  diary  and  her  doubts 
snowball  about  Jo’s  commitment  to  her. 

Meanwhile,  Jo  is  busy  filming  the  story 
of  a  young  woman  named  Catalina  (Kyle 
DeCamp)  who  escapes  from  a  nunnery  in 
the  17th  century  and  lives  the  rest  of  her  life 
disguised  as  a  man  to  avoid  being  dis¬ 
covered.  Slowly  we  see  that  Agatha’s 
suspicion-tainted  day  dreams  and  Jo’s  film 
begin  to  parallel  each  other.  While  Jo  is 
filming  scenes  of  the  young  woman  in  drag, 
Agatha  puts  on  a  man’s  suit  and  tie,  pulls 
back  her  hair  and  trails  Jo  and  her  assistant 
director  across  town.  As  she  dodges  in  and 
out  of  shadows  to  avoid  being  seen,  she  im¬ 
agines  a  passionate  affair  between  the  two. 
At  one  point  we  see  Agatha  browsing 
through  some  sex  toys,  trying  to  decide 
whether  to  purchase  a  dildo.  Although  the 
film  becomes  a  little  too  obvious  here,  this 
is  one  of  its  most  amusing  moments. 

Plot  aside,  She  Must  Be  Seeing  Things  is 
a  little  gem  of  a  film.  McLaughlin  portrays 
the  relationship  between  Jo  and  Agatha  as  a 
healthy  one,  mutually  satisfying  to  both, 
and  it  is  wonderful  to  see  two  women  who 
love  each  other  make  love.  The  film  also 
raises  interesting  questions  about  sexual 
identity  for  lesbians  and  the  lingering  ef¬ 
fects  of  penis  indoctrination. 

Although  it  was  probably  not  intention¬ 
al,  most  of  the  male  characters  in  the  film 
are  flat  and  uninteresting  (or  possibly  just 
terrible  actors).  One  notable  exception  is 
John  Erdman  who  plays  a  charming  hypo¬ 
chondriac  of  a  gay  man,  who  helps  Agatha 
resolve  her  obsession.  □ 


South  End.  Chesley ’s  subject  is  an  ancient 
ruins;  his  abstract  technique  which  makes  a 
generous  use  of  paint,  is  distinctly  modern. 

Fuerst’s  delicate,  colorful  constructions 
and  relief  paintings  at  the  Wet  Gallery,  542 
Columbus  Avenue,  also  show  a  fascination 
with  artifacts  of  ancient  cultures.  Fuerst 
makes  all  of  his  own  paper  and  incorporates 
pieces  of  glass,  wood,  string,  reeds  and 
broken  pottery  into  the  compositions. 

We  can  expect  to  see  the  work  of  more 
fine  gay  artists  at  the  Wet;  the  gallery  held 
an  exhibit  of  lesbian  and  gay  artists  in  June 
of  this  year  and  recently  sponsored  an  art 
auction  (Artmarch  Auction  ’87)  to  benefit 
the  Oct.  1 1  March  on  Washington.  □ 


Amtrak 

Continued  from  page  10 

mounted  —  surprise,  surprise  —  the  cars 
turned  up.  [It  was]  clear  to  me  at  the  end 
that  it  wasn’t  about  cargo,  it  wasn’t  about 
numbers  of  cars,  it  was  about  politics.  And 
it’s  clear  to  me  that  [is]  what’s  happening 
here  today.” 

Denying  any  political  motivation,  Am¬ 
trak  spokesperson  John  Jacobsen  told 
GCN,  “If  we  had  equipment  they’d  have  a 
contract  in  their  hands  yesterday.” 

The  more  than  fifty  Boston  dem¬ 
onstrators  who  protested  outside  of  Amtrak 
on  Oct.  5  took  issue  with  Amtrak ’s  explana¬ 
tion.  Singing  “We’ve  got  a  ticket  to  ride  and 
they  don’t  care”  and  carrying  sings  saying. 


“You  can’t  de-rail  our  movement,”  the  pro¬ 
testers  demonstrated  for  more  than  two 
hours. 

Extra  buses  will  be  running  from  New 
York  and  Boston  to  compensate  for  the  lost 
train  seats.  In  addition,  tickets  on  Amtrak’s 
“Night  Owl”  were  reserved  for  the  300  peo¬ 
ple  going  to  the  March  from  Boston  who 
had  already  pre-ordered  tickets. 

Organizers  in  both  cities  say  the  loss  of  the 
freedom  trains  will  not  affect  the  number  of 
people  going  to  Washington.  But  organizers 
in  Boston,  who  were  planning  to  make  mon¬ 
ey  from  the  sale  of  freedom  train  tickets,  are 
concerned  that  they  will  lose  the  revenue 
slated  to  subsidize  travel  costs  for  people 
who  could  not  otherwise  afford  to  attend 
the  March.  □ 
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Your  ad  could  be 
here  for  as  little  as 
$60  per  month 

Call 

(617)  426-4469 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-486 1 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D.  a 


111  Huntington  Avenue  to. 


Boston,  MA  02115 


Located  Near  Symphony  Station 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


SUSAN 

GREENWOOD, 

ACSW 

LICENSED  INDEPENDENT  CLINICAL 
SOCIAL  WORKER 

•  Consultation  •  Training  •  Clinical 
Supervision  •  Individual  and  group 
therapy  for  lesbians  •  Specializing 
in  drug/alcohol 
dependency/co-dependency 

SOUTH  SHORE 
(617)  871-4987 


JEAN  A. 
McCRAY 


Attorney-at-Law 
40  Trapelo  Road 
Belmont,  MA  02178 
484-8383 


BO  THEN  BROOKS 

BACK  BAY  BGDKSM1TH 

Boston’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  R.  Harrington 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Condos,  Townhouses, 
and  Homes  with  Income 
Dorchester,  Roxbury  &  Mattapan 

Betty  Gibson  Associates,  Inc. _ 

Residential  Real  Estate 

ORIANA 
N.  VAN 
DAELE 

SALES  ASSOCIATE 

249  Adams  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
825-8200 
Se  habla  espanol 


JlCargarei  TIC.  Sapre 

insurance  THyency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  tor  all  types  ot  Insurance 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-8187 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


697  Washington  Street  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


"f/ 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS  C.L.U. 

i§i§i  m  1 1  n  i§iii  m  u 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 

Orleans/Bewster 

Ca"£™ 

1-800-352-3185  255-2000 

BUSINESS 

6UIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIOVISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 


DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

522- 9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN.  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave,,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/j  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH 
EDO 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/a  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DAYCARE 

BARB’S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill.  Boston.  MA  02114 

523- 3772 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork. 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston.  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  M A  02146 
731-1015 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643  3040 


NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence. MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  x  298 
M-Sat..  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY.  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  QPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph.  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNINGfREPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  4 29 
Boston.  M A  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  S22-0020 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
S24-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plata 
482-2900 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


K>ANN  LOULAN 

author  of  "USMAN  SIX”  and  "USMAN  PASSION"  (S*pt  ) 
announces  the  fall  release  of 

THE  LESBIAN  SEXUALITY 
LECTURE  SERIES 

These  live  recordings  capture  the  energy  and 
spontaneity  of  |oAnn  s  approach  to  Lesbian 
Sexuality  —  Easily  the  most  engaging  and 
humorous  presentation  of  important 
Information  relevant  to  every  Lesbian  s  life 
today  Cassette  only 

•  101  "leabtam,  CI*V,  AIDs  1  Safe  Sex”  9.95 

•  102  “Incest  Wvlvora"  “Partner*  of 

Incest  Wvtvors”  I  2.95 
•I0J  “fanning  the  Flames  for  Couples"/ 

r  12.95 


Available  at  Women's  6.  Progressive  Bookstores  or  mail-order  from 
LOULAN  PRODUCTIONS  -  1450  6th  St  .  Berkeley.  CA  94710 
Please  add  75  each  P/H.  CA  residents  Mso  add  7%  sales  tax 


FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation, 
Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Wornsn 
AMONG  FRIENDS 
FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20 1st  min./.  lOea.  min. 
evenings  8pm-  H  pm 


INCEST  GROUP 
FOR  LESBIANS 

16  week  group  starts  October, 
Harvard  Square  location, 
Tuesdays,  7  -  8:30  pm.  Sliding 
scale  fee.  Experienced 
facilitator.  Call  Gloria  Melnitsky 
at  354-6259  for  information, 
interview. 


TO  BILL  AND  WARREN 

Maze!  lov  on  your  16th  anniversary  together.  We  send 
our  wishes  and  blessings  for  health  and  happiness  for 
100  more! _ (J_3) 

LONG  WEEKEND  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 
Round  trip  ticket  to  San  Francisco  departs  Boston 
Thursday,  Oct  29,  returns  Mon.,  Nov  2.  $240  or  best  of¬ 
fer,  will  bargain.  Will  sell  R.T.  or  one  way.  Tick  in 
women’s  name.  Call  Pam,  522-2332. _ (1_3) 

I  LOVE  YOU.  SARA  K. 

With  all  the  words,  in  all  the  ways,  with  every  thought, 
through  all  my  days.  My  life  is  blessed,  my  world  is  rich, 
I  love  you  S,  you’re  my  favorite  dish! _ C. _ (13) 

BIG  MAMA  BWANA 

Will  you  march  with  me  if  I  dye  my  hair  pink? 

The  SCREECHER 
P.S.  Voy  a  robar  tus  ‘panties’  en  domino  como  siem- 
P££1 _ 03) 

Tacky  office  furniture  and  other  decorative  items  need¬ 
ed  for  GCN  new/features  ofice.  Examples:  ottoman, 
over-stuffed  arm  chair,  plants,  plastic  fruit.  Sorry,  no 
more  painted  wooden  tulips. _ (13) 

HI,  JUDY 

Its  been  great  working  with  you.Boslon  is  going  to  shake 
it  up!!  To  no  small  measure  because  of  you  -  thanks, 
Gregory. _ (13) 

Ml  QUERIDA 

Will  you  visit  me  in  the  holding  cell  after  the  CD?  I  miss 
eating  Chinese  food  and  watching  GH  with  you  on  Fri¬ 
day  nights . 

Muchos  besitos _ tu  amor, _ (13) 

Just  because  the  summor’s  over,  doesn’t  mean  you  can’t 
lay  out.  Join  the  effervescent  crew  at  GCN  every  Thurs¬ 
day  night  from  7-midnight.  We’ll  train,  great  food,  you 
know  you’ll  love  it.  Call  (617)  426-4469  for  details.  (13) 
DYKE  FOOTBALL 

Anyone  interested  in  playing  pick-up  football  on  the 
wekends?  Call  Jennie  at  (617)426-4469  (days)  or 
491-1 124  (eves). _ Of) 

SYZYGY 

Look  out  for  a  forthcomming  album  of  lesbo-pop  from 
that  mysterious  DC  band. _ (13) 

HI  BABE-GUESS  WHO  LOVES  YOU! 

You  should  know  who  this  is  from,  but  just  in  case  you 
don’t  -  thanx  for  the  cape.  Love  -  G. _ (13) 

WARM!  CARING!  SINCERE! 

ISN’T  IT  ABOUT  TIME  YOU  MET  SOMEONE  YOU 
CAN  TAKE  SERIOUSLY?  Connection,  Ltd.  is  the 
Network  for  SINCERE  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians  who  are 
interested  in  close  FRIENDSHIPS  or  a  DEEPLY 
SATISFYING  RELATIONSHIP  in  the  future. 
•GAY/LESBIAN  OWNED  and  STAFFED.  In  New 
England;  617-3S3-0256.  _ <]5) 

LIVE  THE  SAFE-SEX  GAY  LIFE 
I  want  to  meet  a  gay  teenager  who  would  enjoy  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  GWM  33  who  is  goodlooking,  fun  and 
caring.  I  can  offer  job,  place  to  live,  safe  sex.  Send  let¬ 
ter,  photo,  phone.  Box  5221/  Cochituate,  MA  01778. 
_ (13) 

I  NEED  YOUR  HELP 

L.F.  is  looking  for  a  left  wing  gay  man  to  marry  for 
practical  purposes  A.S.A.P.  Box  250. _ (13) 

Clncut,  clnshavn,  working  GWM  18-26  or  studnt  wntd 
as  houseboy/even  lover!  Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air, 
fone,  off  street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost).  No 
smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533.  Bob. _ (17) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Oulcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  +  /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at  215-668-8898. 
_ 08) 

LIVE  PHONE  CONFERENCE 

Talk  with  up  to  8  gay  men  in  the  Philadelphia  area  free 
of  charge.  The  man  you’ve  been  waiting  to  meet  could 
be  on  our  phone  line.  I -2 1 5-47 1 -0463. _ (22) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer  correspondence, 
perform  general  office  tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs 
weekly  minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri.  nights; 
possible  take  home  work.  Call  Stephanie,  426-4469.  (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not 
necessary.  5  hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469 
for  more  info. _ (C) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AF  LOWENSTEIN  WRITERS  WKSHOP 

At  the  Jamaica  Plain  Arts  Center  in  October.  Call 
524-3816  for  details. _ (14) 


Send  $1  for  our  color  catalog  of 
woman-identified  jewelry  in 
silver,  amethyst,  moonstone  &  gold. 

LIZZIE  BROWN 

P.O.  Box  389-G  Brimfield,  Ma  01010 


WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moonstone.  3pp 
color  catalog  $1.  Lizzie  Brown,  PO  Box  389-G,  Brim- 
field,  MA  01010.  (21) 

SEPARTISTS  ERODING  PATRIARCHY 

Dyke  newsletter  available.  For  information  write  C/O 
Sweeping  Axe,  Box  242,  Greensboro,  VT  05841.  (13) 

Warm,  caring  man,  retired  M.D. -psychotherapist  would 
like  to  volunteer  some  time  (days)  visiting  persons  with 
AIDS  who  are  housebound.  Cambridge  and  adjacent 
areas.  Offering  spiritual  and  emotional  support  in  the 
movement,  but  not  long  term,  because  I  may  be  moving 
in  December.  Mark,  491-1333. _ (12) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  emotional,  physical  or  sexual  abuse  by  a 
woman  partner.  For  info  &  support  call  HAWC, 
617-744-6841, _ (15) 

NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  correct  videos,  pix, 
newsletter.  Head/body  shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM, 
TT,  VA  fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all  hot,  but 
all  safer  sex.  Free  personal  ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski, 
41  Bonnaire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models,  writers, 
artists,  lawyers  wanted  :$$$ _ (20) 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  19 74 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


A  REAL  HOME  AWAY 
FROM  HOME  FOR 
YOUR  CHILD 

Experienced,  caring,  non¬ 
homophobic,  anti-racist  day 
care  provider  has  F/T,  P/T 
vacancies  from  Sept.  Seeks  to 
care  for  children  of  people  with 
similar  philosophies.  661-8760 
after  7pm.  HAPPY  CARE 

MEANS  HAPPY  KIDS 


HELP  WANTED 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

($30-35,000.)  Sought  by  statewide  nonprofit  gay/lesbian 
organization.  Also  hiring  Community  Center  Director 
late  1987.  Send  resume  to  Search  Committee, -MOHR, 
Box  20456,  Ferndale,  MI  48220.  (313)  869-6647.  EOE. 

(14) 


$7.00  per  hour  painting  houses.  Must  be  strong,  hard¬ 
working  and  reliable.  Raise  for  quality  work.  Call.  T. 
Wernimont  at  524-6592. _ (16) 

PERSONAL  CARE  FOR  INTERESTING, 
DISABLED  LESBIAN 

I  am  very  political,  I  write,  I’m  a  therapist,  artist  and 
very  disabled.  I  need  someone  Friday  8:30  am  through 
Monday  8:30  am  (72  hours)  to  bathe,  dress,  lift,  feed, 
drive  and  help  me  do  my  thing.  $270.00  per  weekend. 
Work  every  weekend  or  alternate  weekends.  Call  Connie 
at  524-0921.  Non-smoker  preferred. _ (15) 

“  WORK  AT  HOMES! 

Low  stress  alternative  employment  with  partnership- 
oriented*  house  cleaning  company.  Friendly,  profes¬ 
sional  environment.  Good  pay;  benefits  negotiable. 
F/T*  in  Waltham  area.  891-391 1*  (Carol) _ (13) 

N.Y.C  GAY  COMMUNITY  CENTER  ALCOHOLISM 
PROGRAM  Project  Coordinator.  Opportunity  for  go- 
getter  who  will  develop  &  direct  3-year  demo  project  in 
alcoholism  education  &  training  for  the  lesbian  &  gay 
community.  Req.  BA  or  MA  level  in  the  Human  Ser¬ 
vices  with  solid  knowledge  of  the  field.  $26-28,000  + 
benenits.  Resumes  to  Richard  Burns,  Exec.  Dtr.,  Les¬ 
bian  &  Gay  Community  Services  Center,  208  West  13th 
Street,  NYC  1001 1 . _ (14) 

MUJERES  UNIDAS  EN  ACTION 

Seeks  program  coordinator  and  career/educational 
counselor  for  progressive  educational  center  for  low  in¬ 
come  women.  We  are  a  collective  with  a  commitment  to 
social  change.  Sensitivity  to  low  income  women’s  issues 
and  sense  of  humor  a  must.  Good  pay  and  benefits. 
Send  resume  to  1534  Dorchester  Avenue,  Dorchester, 
MA  02122. _ (14) 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  SPEAKERS  BUREAU 

Schedule  engagements,  write  grants,  coordinate 
volunteers.  Equal  opportunity  employer.  Minorities  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  To  apply,  send  resume  to  GLSB, 
P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston,  MA  02107,  Attn.  Search  Com- 
mittee  or  call  354-0133  for  info, _ (13) 

POSITION  WANTED 

DRUMMER  WANTED 

Original  band  seeks  dynamic  control-oriented  drummer. 
We  play  inteligent  funk-influenced  dark  dance  rock. 
Call  254-0930.  Leave  message. _ (14) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

LF  29,  poet  &  editor,  sks  F  25  +  for  large,  sunny,  warm 
apt.  Wood  floors,  fireplace,  etc.  Watertown  nr  Harv. 
SQ.  No  smoke/pets.  $350+  .  924-5172. _ (14) 

3  LFs  and  I  cat  seek  LF,  27  +  ,  for  spacious  4  bedroom 
house  with  yard,  Inman  Sq.  Somerville.  Non-smoker 
wanted  for  semi-coop,  politicall  progresive,  independent 
household.  $182  +  .  Available  10/1,  11/1,  or  12/1. 
876-6189.  ' _ Q4) 

JP  GF  29  seeks  same  25 +  .  1  or  2  rooms1/:  $350/400 
negotiable  incl  HtHw.  Have  cat,  no  more  pets.  Prfr 
nonsmkr,  indep,  resp,  perm/temp.  Rochelle  524-0754. 
_ (If) 

2GM  seek  2  others  to  share  quiet  Ft  Hill  home,  5  min  to 
Roxb.  crossing  T  stop.  Newly  rehab  vict.  w/yds.  Avail 
Nov  1.  Want  considerate  nonsmokers,  no  pets.  Call 
Peter  (10  am  best)  445-4731.  $335  month  includes  heat. 

_ (14) 


Boston 

Roommate 

Center  GAY  LISTINGS. 

Get  to  know  your  next  roommate 
and  apartment  before  getting  run 
down  with  endless  interviews. 

List  your  apartment  —  FREE! 

Copley  Square  266-3636 

755  Boylston,  Suite  702 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 
AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  25C  @  word  ($7.00  min.) 

□  Business  rate:  35C  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $__ _ . 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct, 10%  $__ 

□  2 1-30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $_ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

□  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

□  I  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription !  $  _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $_ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  ANNOUNCE  MENTS  .  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  |  SUMMER  RENTALS  RESORTS 
FOR  SALE  ,  PUBLICATIONS  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  i  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  HA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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BELMONT  -  SUNNY  APT! 

LF  for  .spacious,  loving,  homey  3  bdrm  apt  w/2LFs. 
Clean,  pol.  aware,  no  smoke,  veg,  semicoop,  porches, 
nr  T.  $280  +  .484-1553. _ Of) 

GORGEOUS  j.P  APT 

2  If  and  cat  seek  F  for  large  3  br.  overlooking  Ar¬ 
boretum.  wood  floors,  fireplace,  2  porches.  Available 
Nov.  I.  We  are  vegetarian,  independent  but  friendly. 
Seek  compatible,  quiet,  relaxed  individual  to  share  our 
home.  Rent  $283/mo  plus  utilities.  Call  Rachel  or  Lib- 
byat  524-6690  or  522-S162I  leave  message. _ (14) 

2  LF’s  &  cats  seks  F  for  Somerville  apt.  Respon.  indep 
smoke,  drug  and  alcohol  free.  Nice  room  2  porches. 
Near  T.  $215+  .  Avail  11/1.  Leave  message  623-3875. 

_ (13) 

CENTRAL  SQUARE 

We’re  looking  for  a  man  to  join  our  cooperative 
household  of  mixed  sexual  orientation  &  race,  including 
4  women  &  1  man.  Call  ASAP;  864-1466. _ (13) 

""spacious  jp  apt 

GM  or  LF  wanted  to  share  large  JP  apt.  Safe  ares,  neat 
T.  Smokers  welcome,  no  cats.  $375/mo  +  utils.  Call 
Irene  524-5449. _ (]3) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Skng  2  mature,  resp,  prof  GM  to  share  lrg  7  rm  ap  nr  T, 
shopping,  laundry,  st  pkng  w  sober  non-smkrs.  Call 
524-7705  eves  wknds. _ (13) 

LF  32  seeks  LF  20+  to  share  2  bdrm  N.  Cambridge  apt. 
near  Mass  Ave.  Hardwood  floors,  porches.  Smoke  ok. 
$412.50  +  util.  Avail  Oct  1st.  Call  876-7506,  keep  trying. 
_ 03) 

LF36  seeks  LF28  for  pleasant,  sunny  6  room  Roslindale 
apt.  near  T,  with  parking,  small  yard,  no  cat,  no  smoke 
/drugs,  $312.50+.  522-2165. _ (13) 

Two  LF  seek  30+  stable,  cooperative,  considerate  LF 
with  sense  of  humor  for  Cambridge  single  family  house, 
yard,  good  energy.  Non-smoker,  cat  negotiable. 
Oct/Nov  1st.  $208+'.  354-3399. _ 03) 

SHARE  BRAINTREE  HOME 

GM  couple  mid-30’s  seeks  30  +  responsible,  cooperative 
person  to  share  7  room  Braintree  home.  Furnished 
bedroom,  large  yard,  quiet  neighborhood  close  to  pubic 
transportation.  You  must  appreciate  pets,  but  not  have 
your  own.  $300+  1/3  utilities.  849-0968  leave  message. 
_ (13) 

BEAUTIFUL  CONDOMINIUM 

Professional  female  seeks  same  to  share  beautiful  two 
bedroom  condominium.  Clubhouse,  pool,  tennis,  laun¬ 
dry,  parking.  $400  heated.  Close  to  major  routes. 
1-685-6139. _ 03) 

F,  27,  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+. 
Call  Anne  666-1267, _ (13) 

Share  sunny  apt  near  Newburyport  Ctr  with  GM.  2 
frpls,  hdwd  firs,  w/d,  prkng.  No  smokers.  $350+  .  Avail 
10-1.  465-2357. 

_ (13) 

3  LF  +  cat  sk  LF  25  +  to  complete  our  home  in  Natick. 

Independent,  active,  friendly,  comfortable.  Has  w/d, 
yard,  woodstove,  pkg.  Easy  access  to  Mass  Pike,  Rte  9 
+  commuter  train.  No  more  pet,  no  smkg.  $325  +  util. 
655-8618  eves, _ (13) 


$275  INCLUDING  HEAT 

Teele  Square,  Somerville, LF  35  &  dog  sk  LF  30+  , 
non-smker  prtf.  2BD,  2  porch,  10  min  walk  to  T,  $275 
inch  incl  heat.  NO  MORE  PETS.  Sorry.  625-1039,  lv  . 
mssg. _ (13) 

APARTMENTS 

LESBIAN  ROOMING  HOUSE 

Historic  Lesbian  Rooming  House  in  Northampton,  MA 
seeks  responsible  mature  women  to  fill  vacancies. 
Shared  kitchen,  common  area,  and  bathrooms. 
$200. 00/month.  For  information,  call  Sally, 
413-586-7440. _ (22) 

OFFICE  SPACE 

Professional  office  space  to  share  with  2  small  lesbian 
and  gay  law  firms,  immediate  occupancy,  ideal  for 
therapist,  accountant,  attorney  or  other  professional. 
Parking,  conference  room,  copying,  FAX,  and  law 
library  available  with  space.  Private  bath.  Call  266-0760 
between  9:00a.m.  and  5:00p.m.  _  (12,13) 

PUBLICATIONS 

THE  PEOPLE 

Marxist  biweekly.  Since  1891.  Indroductory  special  $1/4 
months.  The  People.  (GCN)  Box  50218,  Palo  Alto,  CA 
94303. _ (|9) 

BLACKJOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (VIS. 21) 

GUARDIAN:Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  1 7th  St.  NY.  NY.  1001 1 . _ [e_x) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/  international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  II  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

A  DIFFERENT’  DRUMMER 

New  England’s  best  fraternity  for  attractive  men  into 
safe/sane  s/m,  b/d,  etc.  Private  play  room,  confidential 
membership  and  HOT  safe  exploration.  Where  fantasy 
is  reality.  Call  523-3848.  _ (12) 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 

lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax-deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA94114, _ (15.3Q) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  November 
1 3th-  15th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire.  A  partners  group 
has  also  been  formed  for  lesbian  women  who  are  in  rela¬ 
tionship  with  JLDHS.  Membership  is  not  dependent  on 
both  partners.  For  information,  write  Box  6194,  Boston, 
M A  02 1 1 4  or  call  (6 1 7)  32 1  -4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate, _ _ (15,35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_ (VI6.I) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:30.  Women’s  meeting  at  6.  Call  497-8282 

for  info,  (14.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational  relationships.  For 
more  information  send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at 
537  Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  New  York  10018. _  (14.23) 


CHECK’ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (20) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  experience  spectacular  fall  foliage,  party  in 
costume  at  Halloween  or  joins  us  for  the  holidays.  We 
celebrate  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  with  great  food 
and  good  cheer.  With  great  hiking,  super  skiing,  and 
serious  relaxing  anytime,  we’re  here  for  you  year 
’round.  Hot  tub.  Cross  country  skiing  on  our  100 
private  acres.  Downhill  skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby. 
The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeeers. 

New  England’s  Biggest  and  Best  Gay  InnI 


MOVERS 


o 

Frem  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

:r 

236-1848 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 


(15.20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


(I) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


(13.1) 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 


RESORTS 


(VI 5. 16) 


MIKE’S  GUEST  HOUSE 

STOCKBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Your  Bed  and  Breakfast  in  the  Berkshires  -  open  year 
round  -  singles  and  couples  welcome  -  Call  for  rate  and 
reservations.  (413)  298-4095.  (17) 
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What  is  to  be  done? 

The  GCN  Prisoner  Project  does  not 
need  to  be  bigger  as  much  as  there  need  to  be 
lots  of  local  projects  all  over  the  place  — 
taking  care  of  your  own  area.  You’re  the 
ones  the  prisoncrats  in  your  area  are  afraid 
of  getting  too  much  attention  from;  your 
letters  to  the  editor,  your  legal  and 
educational  support,  your  visits,  . . .);  not 
the  Gay  Community  News  in  Boston,  Mass. 
Huntsville,  Texas  is  scared  of  Houston’s 
attention,  Attica  of  Buffalo,  San  Quentin  of 
San  Francisco,  . . .  You  can  be  effective. 
And  this  work  is  getting  at  racism,  sexism, 
class  and  health  (and  the  whole  basic  process 
of  making  certain  people  be  ‘marginal’  and 
thus  ‘disposable’!)  where  they’re  most 
devastating  —  and  where  there’s  the  least 
being  done. 

And  who  knows  what  the  ripple  effects 
could  be,  beyond  the  walls  and  the  laws,  of 
making  the  public  more  conscious  of  a 
mainstay  in  the  process  of  keeping 
American  culture  hierarchical;  with  the 
valuable  ‘haves’  at  the  top  and  the  worthless 
(dangerous,  risky,  dirty,  smelly,  animal¬ 
like,  etc.  etc.)  ‘have-nots’  underneath. 

We  all  have  some  experience  with 
ourselves  under  pressure.  Sometimes  we 
■  shine,  sometimes  we  collapse.  Prisoners  are 
under  a  lot  of  pressure  any  way  you  look  at 
it,  from  the  time  they  get  in  til  the  moment 
they  get  out  (more  or  less  shaken  in  their 
confidence  and  bitter  at  their  abandonment 
by  their  ‘community’)  and  have  to  look  for  a 
job  as  an  ‘ex-con’.  And  housing.  At  the 
same  time! 

*  *  * 

James  Baldwin  once  said  of  prisoners 
and  poets  that  they  share  an  understanding 
(developed  ‘under  pressure’  1  would  say)  of 
what  it  means  to  be  ‘free’.  Everybody’s  got 
something  to  learn  about  being  free. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


I’ve  just  finished  going  thru  your  newspaper. 
The  articles  are  something  a  real  lesbian  can 
relate  to.  I  can  really  hear  what  my  fellow  les¬ 
bians  are  going  thru  reading  the  letters.  I’m 
totally  butch  and  very  much  interested  in 
sports,  reading,  music  and  love-making  and 
would  love  a  penpal  that’s  totally  gay  and  very 
feminine.  Felita  ROBINSON,  A-151338  (530), 
PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


Ex-embezzler  seeks  HAIKU-ster  with  whom  to 
share  the  ups  and  downs  of  (un)poetic  justice. 
(Please  also  send  any  reading  material,  GCN: 
especially  gay,  poetry  and  sci-fi.  Thanks!)  Mar¬ 
ta  HELM,  04086-045,  FCI-Ver,  3301  Leestown 
Rd,  Lexington  KY  40511. 


WJL 


GCN  GAY  &  LESBIAN  PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  GCNs,  books  (when  they  are 
donated  and  money  for  postage  is  available)  and 
run  free  penpal  ads  for  gay  &  lesbian  prisoners. 
(There’s  sometimes  a  waiting  list  because  of 
limited  space.)  If  you  (outsiders)  can  help  with 
your  time  or  a  contribution  of  gay /lesbian  or  other 
paperbacks,  or  a  donation  to  help  pay  for  postage 
etc.  please  call  Mike  at  GCN  or  drop  by  62 
Berkeley  in  the  South  End.  Than 


ANY  COPY  CATS  OUT  THERE? 

There  are  some  lent  and  other  materials 
that  are  very  valuable  to  prisoners  and  we 
never  see  enough  copies  of  them  to  send 
inside  (and  youICNOW  the  prisons  are  not 
looking  for  wavs  to  inform  the  prisoners 
on  how  to  sue  tor  their  rights!).  If  you  are 
able  to  do  some  copying  now  and  then,  it 
would  be  a  very  fine  contribution  to  our  ef- 
fort  to  support  prisoners.  Thank  you. 
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I  am  looking  for  an  intelligent  TS-TV  to  corres¬ 
pond  with.  No  games  or  BS,  just  honest  friend¬ 
ship.  Both  inside  and  out.  Isaac  EDWARDS, 
C-44632,  Box  8101 ,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA  93409 

1  am  27  and  my  interests  are  people,  physical 
fitness,  and  having  fun.  I  also  enjoy  reading 
and  intelligent  conversation  and  wish  to  form  a 
strong  and  lasting  friendship  with  someone. 
Please  write.  Robert  (‘Rags’)  STOUT,  97161, 
Box  97,  McAlester  OK  74502. _ 

Here’s  a  bunch  of  poems  I  wrote.  I  hope  you 
can  put  some  of  them  in  your  prisoners’  poetry 
section.  Also,  I’d  like  to  have  a  penpal  (we’ll 
write  plenty,  if  you  like!)  D.J.  VANDER- 
BURG.  135759,  Box  97,  McAlester  OK  74501 


I  have  red  hair,  dark  green  eyes  and  am 
goodlooking!  I’m  also  a  semi-artist.  If  you’re 
interested  in  getting  to  know  me.  I’d  be 
delighted.  Thomas  PICKETT,  Box  B-40105, 
Florence  AZ  85232. 

DOUBLE  NUT  DADDY  FROM  CINCINATI! 

Large  eyes,  long  lashes,  look  about  15,  nice 
round  bubble  butt,  into  art,  partying  and 
writing  friends.  Matthew  MILLER,  198-480, 
Box  740,  London  OH  43140. 

I  am  in  the  ‘hole’  for  sticking  up  for  my  gay 
brothers  inside  when  they  were  under  attack.  It 
would  help  keep  me  ‘safe’  if  I  could  get  some 
mail  from  the  outside,  so  they  don’t  think  I’ve 
been  totally  abandoned  (which  makes  them 
think  they  can  mess  with  someone).  Please 
write.  Alberto  RODRIGUEZ,  81 B  306,  Box 
B-SHU,  Dannemora  NY  12929, _ 

I’m  in  isolation  and  tired  of  being  treated  like 

shit.  Please  send  me  some  materials  on  the 
rights  of  gay  prisoners  and  if  there’s  someone 
out  there  wno’d  like  to  write,  my  hobbies  are 
music,  racing  cars,  backpacking,  video  games, 
swimming,  judo  and  all  sports.  I ’m  a  caring  and 
understanding  individual  and  am  looking  for  a 
down  to  earth  person  to  befriend.  Todd  Allen 
BENTON,  208619,  Box  316,  Ft  Madison  IA 
52627. 


It  would  be  TERRIFIC  if  someone  would  write 

me.  I  am  financially  stable,  but  need  someone 
real  to  write  to.  Ricky  MOULDER,  15371-077, 
Unit  7,  Box  1000,  Seagoville  TX  75159 


ABOUT  TO  G. 

GCN  would  like  to  start  putting  prisoners  in 
touch  with  each  other  about  prisoner  ‘projects’ 

you  could  get  together  on  (with  other  ex-cons  or 
with  outsiders)  once  you're  out.  Please  let  us 
hear  about  your  readiness  to  do  something  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  still  in  the  cages.  The  idea 
here  is  to  put  you  in  touch  with  each  other , 
NOT  to  have  the  GCN  Prisoner  Project  (which 
is  already  MUCH  overworked  and  spread  too 
thin!)  do  these  things.  We  need  LOTS  of 
prisoner  projects  in  this  country,  not  just  one. 

The  first  proposal  is  about  starting  an  arts  and 

crafts  display /sales  protect.  The  person  who 's 
interested  in  talking  with  you  about  this  is  in  the 
Wash.  St.  pen  (so  don 't  write  if  you  can  7  cor¬ 
respond  with  prisoners).  Lloyd  S.  Morrell, 
91 5631,  7-wing  D-I0,  PO  Box  520,  Walla  Walla 
WA  99362 


Gay  male  looking  for  an  older  man  (30-45), 
preferably  fern,  but  not  necessary,  who  could  be 
serious  about  writing  me  (and  maybe  romance!) 
Your  photo  gets  mine.  We  can’t  receive  stamps. 
Luke  OWENS,  14510,  Box  400,  Rawlins  WY 
82301. 


I’m  bisexual  and  would  like  to  correspond  with 
other  bisexual  and  gay  men  in  the  MICHIGAN 
area.  Bobby  GORDON,  130512,  Box  779,  Mar- 
quette  MI  49855. 


Please  send  me  any  and  all  materials  you  have 
on  gay  rights  and  gay  prisoners’  rights,  and  also 
if  you  know  of  a  gay  attorney  that  would  be 
willing  to  help  an  indigent  prisoner.  If  there’s  a 
free  world  penpal  out  there  too,  I’d  like  to  write 
someone.  Thank  you.  David  ROE,  328144,  Rt  1 
Box  150,  Tennessee  Colony  TX  75861 


Lonely  and  looking  for  friends  and  emotional 
(only)  support.  I  like  all  types  of  music  and  out¬ 
door  activities.  I  would  like  to  meet  people  for 
long  time  friendship.  Larry  SHARP, 
EF-170880,  Reidsville  GA  30499. _ 

I’m  interested  in  running,  poetry,  most  music, 
good  friends  and  enjoying  life.  Share  with  me 
your  feelings,  thoughts,  humor  and  fantasies. 
Please  write.  It’s  lonely  in  here!  Rob  BRYANT, 
180-102,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe  OH  45601 . 


Southeastern  Californian,  into  animal  rights, 
swimming,  traveling,  reading  and  nature  (in¬ 
cluding  sex  in  the  desert  —  and  elsewhere!) 
would  like  a  penpal.  Billy  D.  CATES,  864126, 
Box  41,  Michigan  City  IN  46360 


Ricky  Nelson  on  the  oldies-goldies  show,  hop¬ 
ing  I  can  get  your  paper  and  maybe  a  penpal. 

Barry  EWELL,  .  .  ~ 

Olustee  FL  32072. 


58939  (D-33),  Box  500, 


24  yr  old  single  black  male  looking  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  real  people.  I’m  very  caring  and  not 
looking  for  money.  Please  write  Larry 
SANDERS,  161315,  D-49,  Farmington  MO 
63640. _ 

Gay  male  searching  for  sincere  gays  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  for  good  times.  Into  baseball,  foot¬ 
ball,  chess,  reading,  etc.  etc.  Mark 
GLOECKNER,  194-675,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH 
45036. 


MARCH  ON 
WASHINGTON  EVENTS 
OCTOBER  10  TO  13 

10  Saturday  □  New  Jewish  Agenda 
celebration  of  lesbian/gay  Jewish  culture 
with  Elliot  Pilshaw  (pictured),  Alix 
Dobkin,  Ronnie  Gilbert,  Rabbi  Yoel 
Kahn,  Ruth  Pelham.  NEA  building,  1201 
M  St.,  NW,  8-9:30  pm.  Donation 
requested.  Info:  (301)  270-9320. 

10  Saturday 


New  Jewish  Agenda  presents  a  celebration  of  lesbian/gay 
Jewish  culture  with  Alix  Dobkin,  Ronnie  Gilbert, 
Rabbi  Yoel  Kahn,  Ruth  Pelham,  Elliot  Pilshaw  and 
others  at  the  NEA  building,  1201  M  St.  NW  (btw/ISth 
and  16th),  8-9:30pm.  Donation  requested.  Info:  (301) 
270-9230. 

Rainbow  Deaf  Together  Party  at  Gallaudet  Univ.,  Ole 
Gym  Alumni  House,  7th  St.  and  Florida  Ave.,  NE, 
9:30pm.  SS. 

Black  and  White  Men  Together  7th  anniversary  of  the 
DC  chapter  banquet  and  dance.  Speakers  include  Paul 
Kawata  of  the  National  AIDS  Network.  All  Souls 
Unitarian  Church,  16th  and  Harvard  Sts.,  NW.  Info: 
(202)  882-3155. 

National  SfM  Leather  Conference.  Departmental 
Auditorium,  12th  and  Penn.,  l-6:30pm.  Followed  by  par¬ 
ty  8-1  Ipm,  $5.  Info:  Bill  Lancaster,  (202)  783-1828. 

National  Sharon  Kowalski  Committees  Strategy 
Meeting.  George  Washington  University  Marvin 
Center.  8:30am-l2noon.  Info:  Tacie  Dejanikus,  (202) 
667-3415. 

Gay/Lesbian  Groups  of  Greater  Wash.  AA/AI- 
anon.  St.  Mary's  Episcopal,  730  23rd  St.,  NW.  7pm. 
Alcoholics  only. 

Essex  Hemphill  &  Wayson  Jones  perform  at  D  C. 
Space,  7th  and  E.  Sts.,  NW.  1 0pm,  midnight  and  1:30am. 
Info:  (202)  347-1445.  After  show  join  NCBLG  at  Nob 
Hill  for  cocktails,  dancing.  1101  Kenyon  St.,  NW. 

Party  at  the  Clubhouse  Bar  sponsored  by  NCBLG. 
1296  Upshur  St.,  NW.  I -8am.  110  or  less. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Video  Screening.  D.C.  Space,  7th 
and  E  Sts.,  NW.  2pm.  $3-5  sliding  scale.  Info:  Kiki 
Zeldef,  (617)  625-7882. 

“Dance  Now,  March  Lateri”  Benefit  dance  for  the 
March  on  Washington.  The  Onyx,  911  F  St.,  NW 
(Metro-Gallery  Place).  9pm-2am.  $5.  Info:  (202) 
783-1828. 

National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(NCBLG)  all-day  meeting.  Martin  Luther  King  Memorial 
Library.  9th  and  F  Sts.,  NW,  main  conference  room. 
9:30am.  Info:  (202)  265-7117. 

NCBLG  and  People  of  Color  Caucus  of  the  March 
host  workshops  on  AIDS,  grassroots  organizing,  and 
women  of  color.  First  Congregational  Church,  1 0th  and 
G  Sts.,  NW.  10-Spm.  Info:  (202)  265-7117. 

Lesbians  and  Gays  for  Jackson/Building  the  Lavender 
Stripe  of  the  Rainbow.  First  Congregational  Church  at 
10th  and  G.  Sts.  10am.  Info:  Pam  David,  (202)  783-1828. 

National  Association  of  Latino  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ac¬ 
tivists  gathering,  including  workshops  and  cultural 
events.  I -6pm  First  Congregational  Church  at  1 0th  and  G 
Sts.  In  the  small  chapel.  Info:  Gisele  Mills,  (202) 
783-1828. 

Figurative  painter  and  pnntmaker  Jean  Vallon  shows 
her  work  through  Nov.  7  at  Local  1734  Gallery,  three 
blocks  North  of  Q  St.  entrance  of  Dupont  Circle  Metro 
stop.  Local  1734  open  T-Th,  11-5:30,  Sat.,  Oct.  10, 
12-5.  Info.  (202)  797-9264. 


Ten  Percent  Revue  at  the  Source  Theatre,  1809  14th 
St.,  NW,  also  Oct.  II,  12  and  14-17.  Curtain  at  8pm, 
late  shows  Fridays  and  Saturdays  and  Monday  the  12th  at 
10:30pm.  $12  and  $14.  Info:  (202)  462-1073. 

Vita:  Growing  Up  Queer  in  America.  One-woman 
show  by  Chris  Cinque.  Ethical  Society,  7750  16th  St., 
NW,  8pm.  Tix:  $10.50  in  advance,  $11  at  door.  Info: 
(202)  667-3415. 

Free  performance  of  the  Adventures  of  Robin 
Hood  narrated  by  Quentin  Crisp.  Sylvan  Theater  . 
6:30pm. 

Sisters  of  One  Eye  Presents  "Living  Strong 
Throughout  the  Land,"  art  performance.  1317  G  St., 
NW.  8:30pm.  $7/8.  Info:  (703)  241-1154. 

Lesbian  International  Visibility  and  Asian  Les¬ 
bians  of  the  East  Coast  sponsor  presentations  with  June 
Chan,  Trinity  Ordona,  and  Kitty  Tsui.  Marvin  Center  at 
George  Washington  U.,  800  21st  St.,  Rms.  413,  414. 
2-4pm.  Foggy  Bottom  Metro  stop.  Wheelchair  accessible 
and  sign  language  interpreted.  Call  Vicki  (301)  946-5484 
or  Nancy  (TTY/voice)  (301)  585-0722. 

The  Wedding.  Ceremony  for  lesbian  and  gay  couples. 
1111  Constitutional  Ave.,  NW,  2  pm.  Info:  (202) 
783-1828.  Followed  by  reception  at  Tracks,  llll  First 
St.,  SE.  Reception  cost:  $25/advance,  $35  at  door.  Info: 

J.  Carey  Junkin,  (213)  271-2945. 

Bet  Mishpachah,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Synagogue  of 
Washington.  Special  service  for  hak-heyl  ceremony  of 
public  Torah  reading.  10:30am.  More  info:  Barrett  L. 
Brick,  (202)  833-1638. 

Town  Meeting  on  Sex  and  Politics  sponsored  by  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  Funger  Hall,  George 
Washington  University.  2201  G  Street.  4-7pm.  Info:  Sue 
Hyde.  (202)  332-6483. 

Never  Forget  Dedication  of  cemetery  plot  to  Harvey 
Milk.  Congressional  Cemetery.  1801  E.  St.,  SE.  I  lam.  In¬ 
fo:  Ken  McPherson.  (415)  441-7613. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents  Coalitions  International 
Dinner.  Details  to  be  announced. 

Networking  Meeting  and  Planning  Conference  of  the 
Legal  Field,  Capitol  Hilton,  South  American  Room. 
1001  16th  St..  NW.  2-5pm.  Info:  (212)  995-8585. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Bands  of  America,  Let  Freedom  Ring 
concert.  DAR  Constitutional  Hall,  8pm. 

National  Assn,  of  Lesbian/Gay  Democratic  Clubs 

presidential  forum.  $25.  Site  to  be  announced.  Info: 
(202)  543-0298 

Mid-Atlantic  MCC  District  service.  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  10th  and  G  St.,  NW,  6  pm.,  led  by  Rev. 
Troy  Perry.  Info:  (301)  540-4204. 

Hospice  Assn,  of  America  all-day  conference  on 
AIDS.  $75.  Info:  (202)  547-7424. 

Area  American  Run  for  the  End  of  AIDS.  Arlington 
Cemetery,  9:30am.  Info:  Ruth  Gray  (202)  332-5295. 


Labor  Solidarity  Reception.  AFL-CIO  Hall.  815  16th 
St.,  NW,  4-7pm.  $5-20  donation. 

North  Carolina  Reception  hosted  by  NC  March  com¬ 
mittee,  Dupont  Plaza  Hotel,  1500  New  Hampshire  NW. 
6-9pm. 

Reading  by  Dori  Anne  Steele  and  Susanna  J.  Sturgis, 

sponsored  by  Womynspace  and  Lesbian/Gay  People's 
Alliance.  GWU  Marvin  Center,  21st  and  I  St.,  NW,  8pm. 
$2. 

AA  Gratitude  Meeting,  Marvin  Center,  21st  and  H 
St.,  NW,  1st  fl  cafeteria.  8-9:30pm,  followed  by  dance, 
I0pm-lam.  $6.  Info:  Robert,  (202)  462-4232. 

Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  4th  annual  dinner. 
Sheraton  Washington,  2660  Woodley  Rd.,  NW, 
$  1 50/person,  formal  attire.  Info:  (202)  628-4160. 

Washington  Blade  Open  House/Brunch  for  les/gay 
press  people,  724  9th  St.,  NW,  8th  fl.,  I0am-I2:30pm. 
Info:  (202)  347-2038. 

Reception  for  Virginia  March  participants,  5900  Arl¬ 
ington,  Arlington,  VA,  5-8pm.  Info:  (703)  836-8741. 


1 1  Sunday 


Morning  rally  coordinated  by  the  People  of  Color 
Task  Force  of  the  March.  The  Ellipse.  9  am. 

The  March  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  Gather  at 
the  Ellipse  at  noon  for  step-off. 

Afternoon  rally,  following  the  March.  The 
Capitol,  approximately  2  pm. 

Names  Project  Unveiling  begins  at  6am.  Site  to  be  an¬ 
nounced.  Info:  (202)  783-1828. 

Mobilization  for  Survival,  lesbian  and  gay  network. 
Open  to  all  who  see  the  struggle  against  racism,  sexism, 
and  military  intervention  as  essential  to  les/gay  liberation. 
Zaccheus  Community  Kitchen,  1522  14th  St.,  NW  (enter 
on  Church  St.)  (No.  52  or  No.  54  bus  from  In¬ 
dependence  and  First,  SW  to  P  St.  and  14th).  7pm.  Info: 
(212)  304-8612. 

Dance  for  Freedom  sponsored  by  Grass  Roots  Gay 
Rights  Fund  to  benefit  MOW  and  NGLTF.  Site  to  be  an¬ 
nounced.  Info:  (202)  332-6483. 

Bisexual  gathering.  New  Jersey  suite,  Mayflower 
Hotel,  1127  Connecticut  Ave.,  NW  (5  blocks  from 
Ellipse  btw/L  and  M  Streets,  Farragut  North  on 
Metro  red  line,  LSt.  exit),  8:15-10:1  Sam,  wear  red.  Info: 
Bisexual  contingent  at  the  Econo  Lodge,  (202)  832-3200. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Groups  of  Greater  Wash.  AA/AI- 
anon.  St.  Mary's  Episcopal,  730  23rd  St..  NW.  8:30pm. 
Open  discussion. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  —  UFMCC  Com¬ 
munion  Service.  Lincoln  Memorial.  9am. 

Workers  World  Party  reception.  Quality  Inn/Capitol 
Hill,  415  New  Jersey  Ave.,  NW.  3:30-7:30pm.  Info: 
(202)  667-3957. 


Toy  Box  Tea  Dance.  Less  than  $10.  Info:  Papaya  Mann 
(202)  269-0954. 

Black  and  White  Men  Together  breakfast.  District 
Bldg.,  14th  St.  and  Penn.  Ave.,  8-1  lam.  Advance 
registration  necessary.  Info:  (202)  333-5638. 

Presbyterians  for  lesbian/gay  concerns.  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church,  4th  and  I  St.,  SW,  9am. 

Pre-march  Unitarian  Universalist  service.  All  Soul's 
Church,  16th  and  Harvard,  NW,  9:30am. 

Lucie  Blue  Tremblay  concert.  Birchmere,  3901  Mt. 
Vernon  Ave.,  Alexandria,  8pm,  $8.50.  Info:  (703) 
549-5919. 

Affirmation/United  Methodist  for  lesbian/gay  con¬ 
cerns  service,  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  4th  and  I 
St.,  SW  with  Rev.  Rosemary  Denman,  8pm.  Info:  (202) 
667-0008. 

Veterans  Memorial  Service.  Arlington  Cemetery.  9:30 
am. 

NGRA  presents  ‘Dancing  in  DC.’  Washington  Hilton 
with  Thelma  Houston,  Gwen  Guthrie  and  Nona  Hen- 
dryx.  MC  is  Harvey  Fierstein.  $30/advance.  Call  (213) 
650-6200  for  info,  1-800-233-4050  for  tix. 

Post-march  cruise  on  the  Potomac  sponsored  by 
Minn.  March  Committee.  $25/advance,  $30  weekend  of 
march  (price  includes  music,  beverages,  etc.)  Info:  (612) 
822-0127. 


12  Monday 


National  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  Congress  Planning  of 
movement  priorities.  First  Congregational  Church,  1 0th 
and  G  Streets,  NW.  Info:  Bill,  (202)  783-1828. 

Gay/Lesbian  Groups  of  Greater  Wash.  AA/AI-Anon. 

St.  Mary’s  Episcopal,  730  23rd  St.,  NW.  7:15pm; 
8:30pm.  Open. 

Reception  for  Brent  Nicholson  Earle  on  final  leg  of 
10,000  mile  run  to  raise  AIDS  awareness.  Benefits  Whit¬ 
man  Walker  AIDS  Program.  Tracks,  llll  First  St.,  SE, 
$5.  Info:  (202)  332-5295. 

Civil  disobedience  training  for  those  planning  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  Tuesday’s  action  at  the  Supreme  Court.  Site 
to  be  announced.  Info:  (202)  783-1828. 

Gay  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics,  Al-Anon.  Church 
of  the  Holy  City,  1611  16th  St.,  NW.  6:30pm.  Open. 

Agitate,  Educate  and  Organize,  an  AIDS  activists 
event.  St.  Aloysius  Church  at  North  Capitol  and  I  Sts., 
NW,  9am.  Donations  accepted.  Info:  (212)  228-2747. 


13  Tuesday 


Civil  disobedience.  Gather  at  the  Supreme  Court 
at  8:00  am.  Those  planning  to  participate  will 
need  $100  for  bail,  if  arrested,  and  should  have  at¬ 
tended  a  training  session  if  possible  (see  Monday). 
Info:  (202)  783-1828. 
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■■  hindsights HHra 

Carolina  Killings 

A  white  supremacist  group  is  linked 
to  a  murderous  attack  in  an  adult  bookstore  thought  to  be 

a  gay  “ hang-out  ” 

By  Mab  Segrest 


Armed  White  Patriots  patrol  during  a  1984  rally  in  Robeson  County,  NC 


SHELBY,  NC  —  A  white  supremacist 
group  is  the  focus  of  state  and  federal  in¬ 
vestigations  into  a  gangland-style  slaying  of 
three  men  in  an  adult  bookstore  here, 
according  to  law  enforcement  authorities  in 
the  state.  The  motive  for  the  slayings,  accor¬ 
ding  to  an  informant  who  testified  before  a 
federal  grand  jury  in  Asheville,  was  to  wipe 
out  what  the  men  thought  was  a  “hang-out 
for  homosexuals.” 

According  to  investigators,  three  or  four 
men  in  brown  corduroy  coats  and  ski  masks 
entered  the  Shelby  111  Adult  Book  Store 
near  midnight  on  Saturday,  Jan.  18  this  year. 
The  men  then  ordered  the  five  people  in  the 
building  to  lie  down  and  shot  each  in  the 
back  of  the  head.  They  left  an  explosive  to 
set  fire  to  the  building  and  fled.  Two  men 
survived  the  shooting  and  crawled  to  their 
cars,  where  they  were  discovered  after  a 
passerby  reported  the  fire.  The  names,  con¬ 
ditions,  and  locations  of  the  survivors  have 
not  been  released. 

Authorities  at  first  suspected  organized 
crime  was  linked  to  the  murders.  Then  in¬ 
formation  obtained  by  a  reporter  for  the 
Fayetteville  Observer  led  federal  authorities 
to  a  member  of  the  White  Patriot  Party 
(WPP)  who  implicated  other  Party 
members  in  the  Shelby  attack. 

The  White  Patriot  Party  was  a  neo-Nazi 
organization  that  operated  in  North 
Carolina  under  various  names  (first  the 
Carolina  Knights  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  then 
the  Confederate  Knights,  then  the  WPP) 
during  the  1980s.  The  group  formally 
disbanded  earlier  this  year  under  pressure 
from  federal  authorities.  Led  by  ex-Green 
Beret  Glenn  Miller,  the  WPP  was  consid-. 
ered  by  national  Klan-watching  organiza¬ 


tions  such  as  Klanwatch  and  the  Center  for 
Democratic  Renewal  to  be  the  most  active 
and  potentially  dangerous  Klan/Nazi  group 
in  the  U.S. 

Glenn  Miller  and  Stephen  Miller  (not 
related),  his  second-in-command,  were  con¬ 


victed  in  a  Raleigh  federal  court  in  July  1986 
of  operating  a  paramilitary  organization  in 
violation  of  a  federal  court  order.  Former 
WPP  members  testified  during  that  trial  of 
extensive  use  of  retired  and  active  duty 
military  personnel  from  Ft.  Bragg,  near 


Fayetteville,  in  training  Neo-Nazi  guerillas  for 
a  race  war  that  was  to  begin  in  the  1990s. 
The  Patriots  had  purchased  an  extensive 
arsenal  on  the  arms  black-market,  accor¬ 
ding  to  one  former  member  who  testified  to 
having  sold  the  WPP  $50,000  in  stolen 
weapons  —  including  plastic  explosives, 
anti-tank  rockets,  and  land  mines. 

The  Millers’  conviction  triggered  in¬ 
vestigation  by  a  federal  grand  jury  and 
subsequent  indictments  and  conviction  on 
weapons  and  robbery  charges  of  Stephen 
Miller  and  another  WPP  member. 

Fearing  federal  indictments,  Glenn  Miller 
went  underground  in  April  of  1987.  He  sent 
a  letter  to  5,000  followers  saying  that  it  was 
time  to  start  the  “race  war,”  giving  a  point 
system  for  targets  of  violence  —  including 
Jews,  Blacks,  informants  and  homosexuals. 
Miller  was  captured  by  federal  authorities  in 
Missouri  in  late  April,  and  with  him  they 
found  an  arsenal  of  illegal  weapons. 

It  was  the  Observer's  informant  who  led 
authorities  to  Miller,  according  to  recent 
news  stories.  Glenn  Miller  spent  the  summer 
in  prison  and  on  Sept.  14  pleaded  guilty  to 
two  offenses.  Other  weapons  charges  were 
dropped  in  exchange  for  his  agreement  to 
testify  against  other  members  of  the  White 
Patriot  Party.  His  testimony  may  inlcude  in¬ 
formation  on  the  Shelby  killings. 

Authorities  are  pursuing  information  that 
may  lead  to  state  indictments  for  murder 
and  federal  indictments  on  explosive 
charges. 


Nashville 

Continued  from  page  6 

the  Privacy  Project,  the  ACLLF  and  the 
Tennessee  chapter  of  NOW,  is  intended  to 
unite  different  groups  in  the  state  concern¬ 
ed  about  privacy  rights  and  equal  protec¬ 
tion. 

“I’m  thrilled  about  what’s  happening  in 
Nashville,”  says  Hyde.  “People  have  really 
gotten  fired  up  over  the  park  arrests.  We 


need  to  get  local  communities  together  like 
this.  If  we  don’t,  we’re  invisible  in  medium¬ 
sized  cities  and  at  the  whim  of  stubborn,  ig¬ 
norant  public  officials. 

“Because  of  this  strong  community  in¬ 
terest,  the  Privacy  Project  is  much  further 
along  in  Tennessee  in  our  job  of  exporting 
revolution.  And  it’s  not  just  about 
‘privacy’;  it’s  about  sexual  freedom  and 
space  in  our  culture.” 


Adams  of  the  TGLC  also  spoke  about 
lesbian  and  gay  visibility  and  the 
possibilities  for  promoting  progressive 
ideas.  “There’s  such  terrible  suppression  in 
our  community,”  he  stated.  “We’re  used  to 
secrecies  and  stolen  moments,  we  don’t 
openly  date  or  hold  hands  or  have 
romances.  Because  there’s  so  much  fear, 
round-ups  like  the  park  arrests  can  happen. 
We  need  to  make  ourselves  available  and 


visible  in  these  smaller  towns.  That  was 
Harvey  Milk’s  plea  twelve  years  ago  — 
come  out,  come  out,  wherever  you  are.”D 

For  further  information  about  the  com¬ 
munity  forum,  contact  Hedy  Weinberg  of 
the  ACLU  at  (615)  256- 7028  or  Sue  Hyde  of 
the  NGLTF’s  Privacy  Project  at  (202) 
332-6483. 


— 


Take  the  March  home! 

with  a  subscription  to  Gay 
Community  News,  the  only  national 
lesbian  and  gay  newsweekly 


For  15  years,  Gay  Community  News  has  been  coming 
out  with  comprehensive  news  and  analysis  of  lesbian 
and  gay  liberation.  We’ve  had  the  interviews,  the 
features  and  photos  about  your  community,  not  to 
mention  our  regular  Book  Review  and  other  sup¬ 
plements  exploring  hot  topics  in  depth,  all  brought  to 
you  from  our  feminist,  anti-racist  perspective. 

So  —  subscribe  to  Gay  Community  News  and  join 
the  thousands  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  look  to  us 
each  week  for  the  up-to-date  news,  lively  public 
debates,  incisive  reviews,  and  provocative  commentary 
which  are  crucial  to  a  well-informed  community. 


Name 
City  _ 


Address 


State . 


Zip 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 


I  year  $33  $ . 

25  weeks  $20  $ . 

25  weeks/low  income  $12  $ . 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner  $ . 
Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ . 


These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Institutional  rate:  $40  per  year.  Add 
50%  for  foreign,  including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered 
donations,  which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit,  educational  foundation. 
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